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Dear Michele, Patt and Mark:

There is so much information to get up to you 1 am taking
advantage of this electronic means to conduct a one way
staﬁier telephone ¢all between us, between vacation and
throwing my bac™ out of joint through a faulty lifting of
a heavy trunk % have only been in the office a couple of
weeks this year. Things unfortunately seem to be
slipping very badly on all fronts and I wanted- to send
you a tape to give you my personal veiw of the situation
here in Argentina. Here is a ménu of the things on the
tape I am going to Ealk rather guickly because your time
is, I know, is limited to listen. Pirst subject will be
the situation in Argentina. Second subject will be the
situation in the Embassy. Third I'll talk about reporting

problems that we are having here.

The situation in Argentina has undergone some important
changes in the last two months. Patt we fully entered
into what you called stage two of our easy and cosmetic

actions by the government of Argentina. The removal

at Christmas time from the pan of 387 political
prisoners was step one followed by the publication of
course of the 3,600 or so persons still being held under
the pgn. In addition we have been receiving very strong
signals that the '£uenta is considering the U, S.

high interest cases, we expect Alejandro Deutsch, who
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everybody agrees is as clean as a hounds tooth to be
released shortly. The Deutsch girl as well as the
Vogler girl as well as Timerman, are much harder cases.
There has been no movement on the difficult issues of
the disappeared and calling halt to-what

call in my discussions with the Argentine Times of
midnight operations. It is obviously clear thatithe
government has targeted soft targets, marxists and
relatives of terrorists in its latest stage. Most
importantly the government is beginning to ask us for
recognition of the things that they have done with
respect to the één prisonérs:;hqée playing their trumps
and they want scmething back féﬁ it. Both the Navy and
the Foreign Ministry in concerted efforts called

me in during the week before the IFI loan decision was
made in the Christopher Committee and pleaded <that if
there was to be further liberation in Argentipa they had
to be able to show that their previous moves had been

recognized by the United States Government.

The next range of. developments is the increasing,

desperation of Massera as he faces retirement probably

in September-of this-year_tomdislodge‘Videl}a‘from,his,
position as Commander in Chief of the Army. Massera}when
he is not making speeches attacking the Chileans regarding
the Beagle Channel has been telling his visitors that

the Argentine human rights record is terrible, that the
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Army is the blame and that this is a serio nternational

"~ and domestic political consideration. The fact that
Massera is making these noises for his own political
purposes should not lead us to. overly discount them.
Massera is one of the few political animals in this
country, he evidently has taken a pulse reading and sees
that human rights is an issue which is important-for him

to be on the right side of. Inutodafs paper former
- -

President from Dieze in a statement marking the
anniversary of his government being elected iﬂto power
a number of years ago)issued a statement in which he
says that the respect for human rights is sométhing
which the Argentine citizens can expect. These are
straws in the wind but they are important. The
legitimation of criticism of this government human
rights record by its own people not just the permanent
assembly,:; not just.by Ambassador.Castro, Patt Derian or
Secretary Vance on a visit)is realy the key to any
substantial progress. We're seeing the first

few pieces of evidence that may, repeat may be,
occurring. The French have been the major battler‘on
human rights in.the last two mbnths. The disappearance
of the nuns, the total.unéatisfactory efforts by the
government of Argentina to recover them, the pﬁony
Montonero cover ﬁp story, the obvious envolvement of the

first Corp in the operation lead to an extermely

bitter exchange of notes between Disgard and the
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Petri cancellation of training for Argentine soliders

- _at the senior French military academies;” should ﬁ% \
remember that only the French and the Americans have
';Lig :f military groups in Argentina. The next step was the

Paris bishops refusal to allow the Argentine

e Embassy to conduct a special memorial mass for

| San Martine, the George Washington of this country,
which has brought enunication and probably lies behind
your dear friend Captain Alééeisquick trip to Paris to
try to repair Argentine '"negative image". Today
Minister'Sarjené~responded in his own way by removing
the French language frbm”tpgugﬁg;icg;ﬁhpﬁwg;lm;he
schools in Buenos Aires Province putting 600 French
teachers out of work. Mean_while the more constructive
manner the French have given informal refuge to an
Argentine citizen in their Embassy while. they make
arrangementg for her to leave the country. Her huskand
was released after serving his jail sentence from

La Plata and thendisappeared along with three other
releaséd prisoners two weeés ago. The French are
tryving to get her out. The Miniétry of Interior suggested
that she needed special protection. The Ministry of

Interior Harguindecuy has also indicated a French Priest

and a French nun as being individuals who are "in trouble”

and the French Embassy has made arrangements for them

to return to Europe. The European Community Ambassadors here have
prepared a message which we have not seen the text of vet

.for a EC9 demarsﬁzto the Argentine governments on the
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human rights situation. I believe the message will é
probably focus on the disappearance of their nationals. .
Small amount of press play here from Europe that their

consideration both in Francf and in Hollandihaving

their world cup football teams withdraw hasﬁ¥aised a
number of eyebréws in Argentina. This would be an
absclute body blow to the Argentine pride if there was
é%fact of withdrawal, %owever, competitive sports being
what they are especially the world cup which is much
bigger for the rest of the world than the Olympics; there
seems to be little chance of this withdrawal ever taking
rlace. Ai?ight, that's—a rmut—shell of whats going on,

in the country. The Argentine Government is playing its
trump cards!ité asking us for recognition that its doing
some good things. It is trying to get its repressive
actions under better military contreol. It is retargetting

these actions towards softer targets, intellectual

subversion as the. President V;delia sayshguilty of bad
thoughts{'%‘ A
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Ambassador Castro is doing a good public relations

job here he is traﬁeling aroung the country telling

the Argentinespublically that they have a negative

image in the world, they have got to re-estabklish due
process procedures dealing with criminals in their society:

etc. He's up front in his public statements.fi ‘fLT
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Reporting

The Embassy sent a report on the nuns during my absence:
gﬁ ended up by saying that we were puzzled. We were
asked just before the IFI Christopher Committee vote to
send in a balance sheet of human rights activities. I
presented a full description of what had happened to the
nuns. This was voted down by the country team as being
mere speculation and the Embassy once again stated that
we continued to be puzzled by the disappearance of the

nuns. We know what happened to the nuns. . In late

November and early December the mothers. (There was

a pausé on the tape then it began again with the

following)

In early December a group of the mothers lead by the

now disappeared Mrs. Devasente developed an action pro-
gram to bring increasing pressure on Véde%ia to live up

to his promises regarding peace by Christmas. They plan#is
to stage a major demonstration in the plaza on the

15th of December bringing in mothers of disappeared

;children from all over the country. This was to be pro-

]
ceeded on December 10th by a full page advertisement in

INCLASSIFIED

- HA




e —

- oy . e (\[ASSHE) -

La ¥ac1on signed by & thousands mothers of disappeared

pefsonsﬁ%n the 24th of December the mothers were
Meva

scheduling an all night vigil in the Plaza Demyg;after

midnight services to be held in the national cathedral

v

which faces on the plaza. On December Bth Ramvo Barado

';: . who worked with a church group,which very much in support

of the mother wvery close contact here at the Embassy,

“{: was picked up at his house at apprpximately 4:30 p.m.
?éetwegn B:30 and 9:00 p.m., five to seven unmarked cars
pulled up in front of the Santa Cruez church where
meney and signaﬁﬂ?es were being collected for the
advertisement to appear in the La p%cion on éaturday
the 10th, The police came in’took away eight or nine
of the organizers of the Santa Cruaez referendum as well
as the money and the signature lists which had been
collected at the church that day. That night and the
following day four homes of the disappeared persons were
séarched by persons identifying themselves as police
officials. On Saturday the 10th in the morningy

Mrs. Devabente was picked up a block from her house at

8:30 a.m. in the morning and thrown into a Ford Falcon
kicking and screaming. Later the same morning a Frenchs
A sister, La Anée accompanied two gentlemen from her
House and drove away with them. Now on the foiiowing day,
Sunday the llth)the Press received a package

consisting of ‘a letter from the sisters stating that they

were being held by governmental forces opposed to Vndel;a.
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t the nuns

A letter on Montonerc stat

would be free 1f a number of demands were met}and a
large 8 x 10 glossy photograph of the two nuns holding up
"f} : Saturday% newspaper with a large Motonero flag in their

background. The thing was so cobviously contrived that

even the hardcore def!enders such as Arelia could not
bring themselves to suggest that the Montoneros really
held the nuns. The information was disseminated by the
first )corp. The French protested, the Argentines
replied but the bottom line is that todayiia Plaza

.

't de M?&o instead of between two and three hundred mothers
on each Thursday afternoog_there are forty or fifty.
Although the country team is puzzdled regarding the nuns
disappearance;based on the facts presented it is clear
by of the circumstantial evidence that
this is not an out of control operation., There were a
series of four actions, the arrest of Bardo, the arrest
at the church, follow-up searches of homes plus the
capture on Saturday morning of the second French nun,
plu; the leader of La Pi;za de q@yo mothers. The
Montoneros used polaroid cameras and do not produce
8 x 10 glossies of persons they are holding.for ransom.
Unfortunately the Embassy official position is that the
disappearance of the nuns is still inexplicable. The
reason it is inexplicable is because it is another concrete
manifestation that the government has changed its

targeting. The first phase of the'targeting repression

in the country was of course the hardcore Montonero and




erypt terrorists. they have been virtually eliminated.

-

"~ The second phase which began some six months ago which
the Embassy has still not reported on was focusing its
repressive midnight operations on the marxists

intellectuals subversives, people who in Vade%{ 5

definitionfié;guilty ofhbad thoughtsf; our files are
bulging with student leadexs, psychologists,
_ psychiatrists, members of socialist discussions groups,
R ?, etc. who have disappeared. Family information activites
and profile; of these individuals point to the fact that
. they were not members of the Montonero organization nor
- supporters but they were advertly leftists. “The next
“Jj ST phasétggnghich we saw in a concrete way in December
during a subway strike 12 of the subway union leaders
disappeared and the same month 19 leaders of the ceramic
union disappeared during labor difficulties. North of
Buenos Aires, ;outh of Buenos Aires in an automobile
plant six labor shop floor grumblers received the same
treatment. All this is kept by an acticn in December in

- which a dozen key people in the mothers group are

disappeared. Argentine sources have indicated that

during screening of the 225 mothers who were arrested
either early November or late October in the Plaza de
Congresgo that only two of the individuals had

records with the police. One was Sister Alécia, the
French nun who had a record of subverssive activities in
Corentez Province due to her social welfare efforts and
another woman who was a member of the Argentine League-

for the Riahts Man which is a .. <7 v -° +o
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Argentina front. What:1 believe we are seeing is that

LY Tl i vl T e .
entering into.a-third-atage.in which

the-forces~ofrthe repression'are:being used for regime
maiptenancess:-Stagerone-anti=terrorists;-stage-two " .
anti-subverspgive,"stage™ three regime maintenance. The
7 of the military dictatorship here

is as it has always been the economic program. ‘The
country is experienceing a recession. —HOW\W; read in

the papers daily of layoffs,--general motors laid off

600 workers yesterdayfléextile industry is down, the
tractor industry is down.j:ﬁrgentine economy is feeling
thé effects of a very riéorous Ch{cag? monftgrist

squeeze being applied by MarténizLEéé:ﬁZ'It is a painful
medicine. My real fear is that we will see increasing
labor unrest in the next two or three months here in
Argentina and that the repressive security forces will be
directed in terms of bringing the workers back into line
through a policy of disappearances and this will give a
new:long term reason for the maintenance and continuation
of the governments repressive security forces. The forces
will change targets. More efforts will be directed at

subversion in labor unions, subversion in education.

This will replace the war on terrorism. Sorry to have

taken s0 much of time in terms of talking about the nuns

but its a key event.
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Gee . iBnalysis of the list of persons detained under )
the Paveraview Naticnal has shown that only one or two
percent of the political prisoners are formally
The permanent assembly, the mothers of
La Plaza de Mgyo and the have come in on

several occassions to express their abject dismay over the
incompleteness of the list and their fear that the

government will wash its hands -cf-the entire

situation after the publication of the lists. 1

T
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| N ?-Ewgave done a number of cables
which tied in reportedrevents to targeting by the
Argentine security forces of individuals for intellectual
subversion. This has been taken out of all of messages

going out. Just this week one of our military attache

had one of his reports turned back by the front office
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in which one of his military contacts in the Argentine

Air Force described the governments efforts at weeding

out marxists and subversives. The problem is that I think
we have passed stage two of targeting against subversives
and have now entered in stage'three where labor union
leadership, human rights organizations and other groups
are targeted not because they are either terrorists nor
marxists subversives but because they are conducting

m———

activities innumerable to the interest of the state. [~
A

;H_;:__H_;;Mh I The very able Argentine propaganda

- - -
machinery picked up the Tadman speech and‘took ﬁhe
deckaiog as it is called here with respect to limitations
on our human rights policy and ran it on the front page of
La Peny;£ a ééuihup on the following day with a further
analytical piece. The permanent assembly, the mothers of
the La Plaza Mnyo, and the all made
calls on me immediately after the Todman'tén points were
published expressing their-absolute fear that the United
States had changed its policy and was going to modify its
human rights policy towards Argentina whieh-isvkhe

/
was.~ /A keystone to their

efforts here in Argentina.
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