
7 FAM 840  AUTHENTICATIONS 
(TL:CON-6;   6-30-84) 

a.  An authentication is a governmental rather than a notarial act by which a chain of 
authorities certify to the genuineness of the signature and seal or the position of a foreign 
official who has previously executed, issued, or certified a document so that document 
executed or issued in one jurisdiction will be recognized in another jurisdiction.  For 
example, legal instruments and copies of public records (such as certificates of birth, 
death, or marriage) may require authentication.  For documents originating in foreign 
jurisdictions, the consular certification is the end of the authentication chain for documents 
intended for use in the United States. 

b.  Notaries public in the United States do not perform authentications. Rather, this 
function is performed by clerks of court, State secretaries of state, the Executive Office of 
the U.S. courts, and the Authentications Office of the Department of State. Authentications 
may be performed by any U.S. consul or vice-consul. 

7 FAM 841  AUTHORITY TO PERFORM 
The authority in Federal law for performing authentications is found in: 

 (1)  28 U.S.C., Appendix, Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 44(a)(2) (see 
section 7 FAM 802  Appendix A 802b ); and 

 (2)  28 U.S.C., Appendix, Federal Rules of Evidence, Rule 902(3), which is similar 
to the language of the Rules of Civil Procedure (see  
section 7 FAM 0841.1 ). For State authority, see the Law Digests volume of the Martindale-
Hubbell Law Directory. 

7 FAM 842  GENERAL PROCEDURES 
The consular officer should keep an original card file record of the seals and signatures of 
notaries public, foreign ministry officials, and any other officials whose seals and signatures 
the consular officer is frequently called upon to authenticate. In the absence of special 
information from the attorney or other person requesting the document, the officer should 
use the general authentications certificate (see 7 FAM 842  Exhibit 842 ). For executing the 
certification and fastening pages, see section 7 FAM 816 - 7 FAM 816.4 .  For record-
keeping, see section 7 FAM 816.5 . 



7 FAM 843  LIMITATIONS 

7 FAM 843.1  Unknown Seals and Signatures 
A consular officer should not authenticate a seal or signature not known to the officer. 

7 FAM 843.2  Refusal of Responsibility for Content 
a.  Authentication conveys no judgment on the part of the authenticating officer of the 

validity or truth of the content of an authenticated document, but the consular officer, 
whenever circumstances warrant, may include in the body of the certification a statement 
to the effect that “For the content of the foregoing (or, annexed document) I assume no 
responsibility.” 

b.  If an instrument submitted to the consular officer for authentication has been 
executed before a foreign notary, the consular officer should consider the pertinence of the 
guidelines on notarial refusal (see section 7 FAM 820 ). Consular officers may refuse to 
authenticate a document if there are reasonable grounds for believing that the document 
will be used for a purpose patently unlawful, improper, or inimical to the best interests of 
the United States. 

c.  For example, if the document were to be used to circumvent the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), the decision as to whether such a document 
should be authenticated should be referred to the Department (CA/OCS/CCS). Such a 
policy was used in 1980 when notarials and authentications on behalf of Iranian nationals 
were refused when the documents in question were to be used in financial transactions. 
Refusal to authenticate a document should not, however, be limited to such special 
circumstances. When in doubt, the consular officer should consult the Department (see 
section 7 FAM 822 ). 

7 FAM 843.3  Foreign Officials Outside Consular District 
A consular officer should not authenticate seals and signatures of foreign officials outside 
the officer's assigned consular district. 

7 FAM 843.4  U.S. Officials 
Consular officers are not permitted to authenticate seals and signatures of notaries public 
or other officials in the United States.  However, diplomatic and consular officers at a U.S. 
diplomatic mission may certify the seal of the Department of State (but not the signature of 
the Secretary of State) if this is requested or required in particular cases by the national 
authorities of a foreign country. For the text of the authentication certificate to be used for 
such cases, see 7 FAM 843  Exhibit 843.4 . 

7 FAM 843.5  Photostatic Copies 
Consular officers should not authenticate facsimiles of signatures and seals or 
photographic reproductions of documents. The officers may, however, authenticate original 
signatures and seals that appear on photographic copies. 

7 FAM 843.6  Matters Outside the Consular Officer's 
Knowledge 



In a certificate of authentication, a consular officer should not make statements that are not 
within the officer’s power or knowledge. For example, consular officers are not expected to 
be familiar with the provisions of foreign law, except in a general sense, and are cautioned 
not to certify that a document has been executed or certified in accordance with foreign law 
or to certify that a document is valid in a foreign country. 

7 FAM 843.7  U.S. Officials in Foreign Countries 
The primary purpose of an authentication by a U.S. consular officer is to certify the official 
character and position of foreign officials who perform an official act with regard to a 
document that is to be used in the United States. Consular officers should not, therefore, 
authenticate the seals and signatures of U.S. officials who may be residing in their consular 
districts. Consular officers may, of course, take specific acknowledgments from such U.S. 
officials, similar to the corporate acknowledgment (see 7 FAM 843  Exhibit 843.7 ). 

7 FAM 843.8  U.S. Consular Officers in Other Countries 
a.  An officer stationed in one country shall not authenticate the signature or seal of an 

officer stationed in another country. When it is necessary to authenticate the seal and 
signature of a consular officer, such authentication will be done in the Authentications 
Office of the Department of State. An official of a foreign government who requests the 
authentication of the seal and signature of a consular officer stationed in another country 
should be informed that the document will have to be sent to the Department of State for 
this purpose. 

b.  Any document bearing the seal and signature of a consular officer and coming from 
a person in the United States with the request that it be further authenticated should be 
sent for action to the appropriate geographic division of the Office of Citizens Consular 
Services (CA/OCS/CCS). 



7 FAM 843.9  Nonrecognition of Host Country 
Limitations to be observed in authenticating documents during an interruption of diplomatic 
relations with the host country are prescribed in 11 FAM 113.7 . 

7 FAM 844  ACADEMIC CREDENTIALS 
Consular officers should not authenticate or provide certified true copies of academic 
credentials, transcripts, or degrees. The Department of Education has determined that 
such documents are not required in the United States. Persons who desire such a 
certification should be referred to their own foreign ministry for a certification which can be 
authenticated by the embassy of their country in the United States (see 7 FAM 844  Exhibit 
844 for a joint release by the U.S. Departments of State and Education). 

7 FAM 845  SPECIFIC AUTHENTICATION - 
FEDERAL REQUESTS 

7 FAM 845.1  Foreign Custodian's Certificates 
The Federal Rules of Evidence and Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (28 U.S.C., 
Appendix) require that certificates executed by a foreign custodian of records contain the 
following elements: 

a.  The custodian's full name and title; 

b.  A statement that the custodian is empowered by the laws of (name of country) to 
execute such a certificate; 

c.  The authority under which the custodian is so empowered; and 

d.  A statement that the certificate is issued in the custodian's official capacity. 

Consular officers should request the legal custodian of the records to prepare a certificate 
containing those elements.  Consular officers should inform the custodians that the 
elements requested are required by the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Federal Rules of 
Evidence (28 U.S.C.  Appendix), or Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure (18 U.S.C. 
Appendix), depending on the nature of the case (see section 7 FAM 841 ). 

7 FAM 845.2  Alternative Foreign Custodian's Certificates 
If the elements prescribed in section 7 FAM 845.1 are at variance with the certificate 
customarily used by the custodian of records and the custodian desires to execute that 
customary certificate, ask the custodian to prepare two certificates, one for the custodian 
and one for the consular officer. As an alternative, ask the custodian to prepare the 
customary certificate, incorporating in it the elements prescribed in section 7 FAM 845.1 . 

7 FAM 845.3  Absence of Records 
If there no official records, the foreign custodian should be requested to prepare a 
certificate which reflects that a diligent search has been made. This certificate is required 
by Rule 803(10) of the Federal Rules of Evidence, 28 U.S.C., and Rule 44(b), Federal 
Rules of Civil Procedures, 28 U.S.C. The certificate should contain the language shown in 
7 FAM 845  Exhibit 845.3 . 



7 FAM 845.4  Consular Officer Certificate 
The consular officer must execute the authentication certificate required by Rule 902(3), 
Federal Rules of Evidence, 28 U.S.C., Appendix, and by Rule 44 (a)(2), Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure, 28 U.S.C., Appendix (see section 7 FAM 841 and 7 FAM 845  Exhibit 
845.4 ). 

7 FAM 846  REQUIREMENTS FOR STATE 
REQUESTS 
The general authentications certificate should be used in state cases unless the requesting 
person provides other language or requests that the "Federal" authentications certificate be 
used. 

7 FAM 847  THE HAGUE LEGALIZATION 
CONVENTION 

7 FAM 847.1  Waiver of Legalization 
The Hague Convention Abolishing the Requirement of Legalization for Foreign Public 
Documents is the law of the United States and is binding on State as well as Federal 
jurisdictions. 

The Convention entered into force for the United States on October 15, 1981. The purpose 
of the Convention is to abolish the requirement of diplomatic and consular legalization for 
public documents originating in one country that are intended for use in another. The 
phrase “public documents” includes documents executed before a foreign notary. 

7 FAM 847.2  Apostille  
The Convention calls for the use of a single signature by a designated certifying official in 
lieu of the chain certificate and abolishes the need for diplomatic or consular 
authentication. Under the Convention, the standard certification is called an apostille. For a 
sample, see 7 FAM 847  Exhibit 847.2 . 

7 FAM 847.3  Countries Party to Convention 
The Convention is in force in Austria, Bahamas, Belgium, Botswana, Cyprus, Fiji, France, 
Federal Republic of Germany, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Japan, Lesotho, Liechtenstein, 
Luxembourg, Malawi, Malta, Mauritius, the Netherlands, Portugal, Seychelles, Spain, 
Surinam, Swaziland, Switzerland, Tonga, the United Kingdom, the United States, and 
Yugoslavia. For a more recent list of countries, refer to the Department’s publication, 
Treaties in Force. 

7 FAM 847.4  Responsibilities of Consular Officer 
a.  In a country that is party to the Convention, the person who requests the 

authentication of documents for use in the United States should be referred to the authority 
of the host country competent to execute the Convention apostille. 

b.  Consular officers may not place an authentication certificate over a Convention 
apostille. This is prohibited by Article 9 of the Convention. 



7 FAM 847.5  Officers Not To Volunteer Advice 
a.  A consular officer should not offer advice as to whether a document requires 

certification by apostille to entitle it to recognition in the United States, that is, whether it is 
a “foreign public document” as defined by the Convention. Rather, the requesting party 
should be advised to take up the matter with the host country authority competent to 
execute the apostille. 

b.  Posts in countries that are party to the convention should keep in contact with the 
host country authority or authorities competent to issue certifications by apostille. In the 
event of any change in the name or address of that authority, posts should report those 
changes to the Department by October 15 annually, along with any other pertinent 
information. 

7 FAM 848  FOREIGN EXTRADITION PAPERS 
Foreign extradition papers are authenticated by chiefs of mission. For procedures, see 
Chapter 7 FAM 1600 . 

7 FAM 849  UNASSIGNED 



7 FAM 842  Exhibit 842 
(TL:CON-6;   6-30-84) 

Sample of a General Authentication Certificate 

GENERAL AUTHENTICATION CERTIFICATE 

VENUE. 

       Indonesia           ) 
(Country) ) 

 ) 
     Island of Java       ) 
(State, province, etc.) ) 
 ) 
        Surabaya           ) ss. 

(City) ) 
 ) 
Consulate of the United ) 
   States of America ) 
(Name of consular post) ) 

I certify that the official named below, whose 

 true signature and official seal are, respectively, subscribed and 

affixed to the annexed document, was,  on this day, empowered to 

act in the official capacity designated in the annexed document, 

to which faith and credit are due. 

     Mahomet Savanpur  
  (Typed Name of Official) 

         /s/Robin P. McConnell   
(Signature of Consular Officer) 

            Robin P. McConnell  
(Typed Name of Consular Officer) 

Vice  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America 
(Title of Consular Officer) 

April  1,  1983 
(Date) 

(SEAL) 



7 FAM 843  Exhibit 843.4 
(TL:CON-6;   6-30-84) 

Sample of a Certificate Authenticating the Seal of the 
Department of State 

CERTIFICATE AUTHENTICATING THE SEAL  

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

VENUE. 

Republic of France ) 
(Country) ) 

 ) 
Department of Strasbourg ) 
(Sate, province, etc.) ) 
 ) 
           Strasbourg            ) 

(City) ) ss: 
 ) 
Consulate General of the ) 
United States of America ) 
(Name of consular post) ) 

I certify that the annexed document is under the seal of 

the Department of State of the United States of America. 

    /s/Michelle Schneider   
(Signature of Consular Officer) 

        Michelle Schneider  
(Typed Name of Consular Officer) 

Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America 
(Title of Consular Officer) 

June 6, 1981  
(Date) 

(SEAL) 



7 FAM 844  Exhibit 844 

Joint Release by the Department of State and the 
Department of Education on Termination of Certificate of 

Academic Credentials 
(Page 1 of 2) 
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7 FAM 845  Exhibit 845.3 
(TL:CON-6;   6-30-84) 

Absence Of Record Foreign Custodian Certificate  

ABSENCE OF RECORD FOREIGN CUSTODIAN CERTIFICATE  

I, Dawood Al  Saleh ,  cer t i fy  that  my pos i t ion wi th  the 

Government of  the Arab Republ ic  of  Egypt  is  that  of  Regis t rar 

of  Companies for  Alexandr ia and that in that capaci ty I  have  

superv isory contro l  over  the of f ic ia l  records of  the Registry   

of  Companies for  Alexandr ia;  

I  am author ized by the laws of  the Arab Republ ic  of  Egypt  to 

at test  to  the genuiness of  records mainta ined by th is  agency;  

This  agency is  requi red by law to compi le and mainta in records  

of Corporate Regist rat ion;  

I  have ordered a  d i l igent  search o f  th is  agency 's  records to 

be made,  and that  search has fa i led to  d isc lose any records of 

Al l ied Petroleum, Inc .  I  have examined the at tached request  

and cer t i fy  that  the search o f  our  records has fa i led to 

d isc lose any corresponding of f ic ia l  records in  th is  agency.  

      /s /Dawood Al Saleh   
(S ignature of  Fore ign Of f ic ia l ) 

          Dawood A l  Sa leh  
(Typed Name of  Fore ign Of f ic ia l ) 

 Regist rar  of  Companies for 
Alexandr ia,  Arab Republ ic  of  Egypt  

(T i t le  of  Foreign Off ic ia l )  

Apr i l  14,   1984  
(Date) 

(SEAL) 



7 FAM 845  Exhibit 845.4 
(TL:CON-6;   6-30-84) 

Sample of aSpecific Authentication Certificate 

SPECIFIC AUTHENTICATION CERTIFICATE 

VENUE. 

         THAILAND ) 
(Country) ) 

 ) 
Province of Chiang Mai ) 
(State, province, etc. ) 
 ) 
        Chiang Mai ) ss: 

(City) ) 
 ) 
Consulate of the United ) 
     States of America ) 
(Name of consular post) ) 

I certify that the annexed document is executed by the 

genuine signature and seal of the following named official 

who, in an official capacity, is empowered by the laws of 

the country of venue to execute that document. 

I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the 

United States that the foregoing is true and correct. 

  Yodying D. Viramethi  
(Typed Name of Official who 

executed the annexed document) 

Patricia Armstrong -☺ones  
(Signature of Consular Officer) 

  Patricia  Armstrong-Jones   
(Typed Name of Consular Officer) 

Vice  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America 
(Title of Consular Officer) 

May  17,   1983 
(date) 

(SEAL) 



7 FAM 847  Exhibit 847.2 
(TL:CON-6;   6-30-84) 

Sample of an Apostille  

APOSTILLE 

(Convention de La Haye du 5 octobre 1961) 

1. Country:  United States of America 
This public document 

2. has been 
signed by     John H. Smith  

3. acting in 
the capacity of       Notary Public,  State of Nebraska 

4. bears the seal/stamp of     John H. Smith,  Notary  
Public, State of Nebraska 

 CERTIFIED 

5. at   Lincoln Nebraska  6.  the   6th of April 1982 

7. by  Secretary of State, State of Nebraska 

8. No.   H0143  

9. Seal/Stamp 10.  Signature 

 /s/Allen ☺. Beermann  
Allen J. Beermann 

 


