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UNCLAS PARAMARIBO 0315 

E.g. 12065: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, MILI, NS 
SUBJECT: DISSIDENT NCOS srAper INSURRECTION IN SURINAME 

1 , At ABOUT 2:00 A.M. LOCAL TIME MONDAY FEBRUARY 25 A 
GROUP'OF DISSIDENT NCOS, DISGRUNTLED OVER. THF TRIAL OF1
THEIR UNION LEADERS AND GOVERNMENT FAILURE TO ACT ON THEIR 
COMPLAINTS, TOOK OVER THE "MEMRE BOEKOE" MILITARY CASERNE 
IN PARAMARIBO. THE CASERNE HAD BEEN EMPTY SINCE THE STRIKERS 
WERE EVICTED BY POLICE SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, BUT GUARDED 
BY POLICEMEN. TWO POLICEMEN WERE KILLED IN HEAVY SMALL 
ARMS AND MACHINE GUN FIRE. 
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2. AT THE SAME TIME OTHER MEMBERS OF THE GROUP TOOK OVER 
THE SURINAMESE COAST GUAR0 BASE, CAPTURING THE THREE 
OCEANGOING PATROL VESSELS, THE AMMUNITION DUMP WEAPONS AND OTHER 
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A ABOUT 200 A.M. LOCAL TIME MONDAY FEBRUARY 25 A 
GROUP'OF DISSIDENT NCOS, DISGRUNTLED OVE'RTHF TRIAL OF1 
THEIR UNION LEADERS AND GOVERNMENT FAILURE TO ACT ON THEIR 
COMPLAINTS, TOOK OVER THE 'MEMRE BOEKOE' MILITARY CASERNE 
IN PARAMARIBO. THE CASERNE HAD BEEN EMPTY SINCE THE STRIKERS 
WERE EVICTED BY POLICE SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, BUT GUARDED 
BY POLICEMEN. TWO POLICEMEN WERE KILLED IN HEAVY SMALL 
ARMS AND MACHINE GUN FIRE. 

2. AT THE SAME TIME OTHER MEMBERS OF THE GROUP TOOK OVER 
THE SURINAMESE COAST GUARD BASE, CAPTURING THE THREE 
OCEANGOING PATROL VESSELS, THE AMMUNITION DUMP WEAPONS AND (1THER 
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RIVER AND, STARTING AT ABOUT 7%00 A.M. LOCAL TIME, HAS 
BEEN ATTACKING POLICE HEADDUARTERS, ON THE WATERFRONT, WITH 
SMALL ARMS AND OCCASIONAL ROUNDS FROM THE VESSEL'S 40MM 
GUNS, THE HEAVIEST ARTILLERY IN SURINAME. AT PRESENT REBELS 
CONTROL NO OTHER POINTS. 

1. WE ARE UNABLE TO GET T:IROUGH TO POLICE HEADOUARTERS 
OR TO OTHER OFFICIALS TO OBTAIN MORE FACTS, BUT WILL 
REPORT WHEN WE 00. THE POVERNMENT HAS NO FORCES WITH WHICH 
IT CAN EFFECTIVELY OPPOSE THE REBELS, WHOSE STRENGTH IS UNKNOI 
BUT PROBABLY TOTALS BETWEEN 100 AND 150 MEN,' KEY NCO'S.OF THE 
SURINAMESE DEFENSE FORCE. 

4. AFTER THE EARLY MORNING ATTACKS A SPOKESMAN FOR THE 
DISSIDENT NCOS GAVE A STATEMENT TO A LOCAL RADIO STATION 
IN WHICH HE STATED THE REBELS HAD BEGUN THEIR ACTION 

"THE AMERICAN MARINES 
HAD JUST LANDEO IN SURINAME." LATER, 
WE UNDERSTAND, THIS STATEMENT WAS MODIFIED TO "FOREIGN 
MARINES." THE STATEMENT MAY REFER TO THE ARRIVAL LATE 
YESTERDAY AT ZANDERIJ AIRPORT, SOME ...“) MILES FROM 
THE CAPITAL, OF THREE USAF EC-I15 SATELLfTE TRACKING AIR-
CRAFT ON A ROUTINE MISSfON, AND WITH THE USUAL APPROVAL 
OF THE GOVERNMENT FOR THE STOPOVER. 

5. THE EMBASSY HAS SENT HOME ALL UNESSENTIAL PERSONNEL, 
SINCE THE EMBASSY BUILDING IS PROBABLY THE MOST OBVIOUS 
TARGET ON THE PARAMARIBO SKYLINE. COMMUNICATIONS WILL 
REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, INCLUDING HF. 
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6. FOR WPAFBI RE ARIA AIRCRAFT, COL. WARD HAS BEEN 
ALERTED TO SITUATION AND WILL BE AT EMBASSY 
SHORTLY TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE ACTION. THOUGH WE DOUBT 
REBELS WOULD TAKE ANY ACTION AGAINST AIRCRAFT OR CREW, 
UNSTABLE SITUATION, HIGH VISIBILITY AND VULNERABILITY OF 
AIRCRAFT 
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RIVER ArflJ, STARTING AT ABOUT 7OQ A.M. LOCAL TIME, HAS 
BEEN ATTACKING POLICE HEADCWARTERS, ON THE WATERFRONT, WITH 
SMALL ARMS AND OCCASIONAL ROUNDS FROM THE VESSEL'S kQMM 
GU1S, THE HEAVIEST ARTILLERY IN SURINAME. AT PRESENT REBELS 
CONTROL NO OTHER POINTS. 

1 . WE ARE UNABLE To GET T4ROUGH TO POLICE HEADUARTERS 
OR TO OTHER OFFICIALS TO OBTAIN MORE FACTS, BUT WILL 
REPORT WHEN WE DO, THE rOVERNMENT HAS NO FORCES WITH WHICH 
IT CAN EFFECTIVELY OPPOSE THE REBELS, WHOSE STRENGTH IS UNKNO 
BUT PROBABLY TOTALS BETWEEN 100 AND 150 MEN, KEY (MCO'S.OF THE 
SIJR'INAMESE DEFENSE FORCE. - 

i. AFTER THE EARLY MORNING ATTACKS A SPOKESMAN FOR THE 
DISSIDENT NCOS GAVE A STATEMENT TO A LOCAL RADIO STP.UON 
IN WHICH HE STATED THE REBELS HAD BEGUN THEIR ACTION 

i THE AMERICAN MARINES 
k 1 HAD JUST LANDED IN SURINAME.' LATER, 

: 1 WE UNDERSTAND, THIS STATEMENT WAS MODIFIED TO TMFOREIGN 
MARINES.' THE STATEMENT MAY REFER TO THE ARRIVAL LATE 

I YESTERDAY AT ZANDERIJ AIRPORT, SOME MILES FROM 
THE CAPITAL, OF THREE USP.F EC-I.S SATELLiTE TRACKING AIR 
CRAFT ON A ROUTINE MISSI0r4, AND WITH THE USUAL APPROVAL 
OF THE GOVERNMENT FOR THE STOPOVER. 
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5. THE EMBASSY HAS SENT HOME ALL UNESSENTIAL PERSONNEL, 
SINCE THE EMBASSY BUILDING 15 PROBABLY THE MOST OBVIOUS 
TARGET ON THE PARAMARIBO SKYLINE. COMMUNICATIONS WILL 
REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, INCLUDING HF. 
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6. F3RWPAFB RE ARIA AIRCRAFT, COL. WARD HAS BEEN 
ALERTED TO SITUATION AND WILL BE AT EMBASSY 
SHORTLY TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE ACTION. THOUGH WE DOUBT 
REBELS WOULD TAKE ANY ACTION AGAINST AIRCRAFT OR CREW, 

UNSTABLE SITUATION, HIGH VISIBILITY AND VULNERABILITY OF 

AIRCRAFT 
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