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SUBJECT:  Radical Liberal Newspaper Editorial Opposing Introduction of Atom
Weapons into Denmark ; .
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There follows a translation of an editorial from the Radlcal .
%ewspaper Skive Folkeblad of Jutland, on the above subject. The ne
8 Ciq,:reg&rded as a favorite mouthpiece for the Radical Liberal Party fon
Py, and its views may be considered reasonably authoritative. 1
assy wishes to call attention to two pointe in particular th.ch 3
£ e in the editorials (1) The flat statement that continued govemimmy
pposition to the acceptance of atomic weapons by NATO as well as W‘J
€2 Derfmark was a condition for Badical Liberal participation in the guver: Z N
| dud (2) The comment that many Social Democrats shrre Radical Mberia?;., R
%::'l on this subject. In both published and private comments,’ leaders -
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_both parties denied immediately following the November 15th elections
t any “deal® involving defenme policy waec a factor in the Radicel

£ L'd&beml agreement to join the govermment. On the contrary, Danish °
dovernment officialms, in private conversations with Embassy officers,

hmte atressed the line that the Radical Liberals abandoned their tradi-

‘ tranally pacifist line at the time the defense compromise bill was

ap,ﬁroved by all of the major parties last Merch.
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:‘j 3 The editorial tends to support the Embassy's prelimi nclffion |
FfePorted in Deptel 433, November 22, that the new government S T
gxpected to be wary of positive initiatives in NATO and Natidial dé?ense L

matters. s = : *C C/%:
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ugsed for smugging unwanted decisions in through the back door. But
the propesal to introduce NATO atomic weapons must be looked upon as
just such an attempt. The proposal has come from the NATO Commender-
in-Chief%—GenQ;al Lauris Norstad.

There are two motives to this wish on the part of the NATO General.
According to its legislation, the USA cannot deliver atomic weapons to
other countries. In some countries, i.e. Denmark, there is a majority
against atomic weapons. That is why General Norstad now uses the ex-
pression: "the collective will of the NATO member .countries".,

Danish foreign policy must naturally be on guard against such an
expression. It can be taken for granted absolutely that in democratic
Danish opinion no such "collective will" can possibly exist inside NATO
member countries. The will can be expressed only through what the
Parliaments of the individual countries, in harmony with their people,
may decide, NATO cannot evade the Parliaments, which is evident from
the Atlantic ract itself. The Fact gives Denmark the right to protest.

As seen from the outside, Demmark, together with other opponents
of atomic weapons, is now faced with a sinister attempt to introduce
atomic weapons through the back door. As seen from the inside the
introduction of atomic weapons into Uenmark in one form or another has
become a cardinal problem both for the Folketing and the Government.

To the Folketing it is becoming a question of resisting involuntary
subjection to a super-national institution. Yo the Government it is a
question ot its continued existence in its present form.

The condition for fadical Liberal participation in the Government
was a demand that atomic weapons not be introduced into Danish territory
in any form. DMNeither Danish atomic weapons, nor West German atomic
weapons, nor HATO atomic weapons. The Hadical Liberal viewpoint has
also met with sympathy on this question inside the 3ocial Democratic
Party. On the c*her side, the party is pressed by the atomic parties,
i.e., the moderate Liberals, Conservativea and Independents.

END TRANSLATION AND. TEXT.

For the Ambassador:

Vincent P. Wilber

cct Amcmbassy, Paris First Secretary
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