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oS Jums 1wt 1 INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY: New evidence that Horacio Maggio was
a trusty at the Navy Mechanics School has led us to review

the allegations he made in letters (see attachments) sent last :
April that Ambassador Hidalgo Sola. the French nuns, Dagmar Hagelln
and other notable prisoners hac been held and tortured there.
If this could be established then at least a few of

AMB Argentina's disappearance mysteries could be resolved But we
DCM cannot rule out the possibility that Maggio useld his knowledge
POL 3 of the school and its activities to concoct a dramatic tale
POL/R about his former captors. END INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY.

ECOM : :

USICA In April 1978, this Embassy, a number of other foreign missions
DAO aand 1nternat10na1 news 4gencies received handwritten letters
CHRON and detgiled drawings from a Horacio Maggio reporting that the
RF Officer's Club at the Arpgentine Navy's Mechanics School was

being used as a clandestine detention and interrcgation
faciliry. We believe letters were also sent to Church
authorities. (See reftel A.) Maggic met with a foreign
correspondent in late April and personally provided more
details of che Mechanics Scheol's interrcgation facility,
in an attempt to substantiate his assertions.
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.} Summaries of the Maggio report were publishned in Paris in
Besciven fd oragge Monde’ and in late 1978 in the Spanish news magazine,
A --”‘”f ni0-16."
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2 4" Frhtee explanations were put forward regarding the Maggio
:  fi , th it was an Army " o anda"
fﬂﬁaqﬂ}Etter first, that it s an v "black propagand
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erfert (this was the Navy explanati=n); sacond,  that

it was a Montonero invention to discredit the Navy;
and third, that the document was in fact genuine.
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We treated the document at arm's length because of.
Maggio's weak story of how he escaped from the Navv.
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being moved.) We recently learned however that Mr.
Maggio was in fact z trusty who had limited vigiting
rights with his family, and escaped during a visit at
his family's home. We also heard from a source at
another embassy that Mr. Maggio had been recaptured
and killed by Navy Intelligence. We received in
Cctober a letter from Mrs. Maggio requesting our help
in locating her husband who had disspneared for a
secornd time--which supports the report of Maggio's
demise.

Embassy Comment: The Maggio drawings and description
cf the operations within the Mechanics School QOfficer's
Club appear to reflect inside knowledge. Many of the
procedural details regarding the cperations in his
report are corrobora ed by other sources. We have not
however besen able to cenfirm that the individuals
named by Maggio were in fact prisoners at the
Mechanics School. We are seeking to do so, since
this would clear up at leasr a few of Argentina‘s
extant mysteries. At the same time we cannot rule out
Hazglc s having used hls intimate knowledge of the
Navy s interrogation facility as a frame upon which to
build a lurid case aga;nst his former captors.
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1. Copy Maggio Letter /e
2. Informal English translacion
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