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Page of telegram to Amambassy PRAGUE PRIORITY 

SECRET - SECURITY INFORMATION 
Classification 

Persons from plane who remained in Germany- expressed of their own free 

will desire for political asylum and their request has been granted in 

accordance with established procedure. No lega1 obligation exists to return 

to countries of.origxn political refugees. Extradition Treaty 1925 which apy 

case not (RFT nob) applicable to US Zone Germany specifically excludes applica-

tion to any crime or offense of political character and recognizes right of 

state receiving extradition requests to decide whether case of political 

character. US, as many other countries, has never recognized obligation to 

extradite in absence treaty. 

For BICOG. If Czechs refuse pay costs o*ther than storage and maintenance, 

remplining costs appear to bo contingency expenses for US incurred as'rssult 

our having military installations in Germany for which Department has no funds 

(UTTEL 4525). 

SECRET - SECURITY INFORMATION 
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• 14

Page 2 of telegram to Amambassy PRAGUE PRIORITY 

SECRET - SECURITY INFORMATION 
Classification 

PPersons from plane who remained in Germany- expressed of their own free 

will desire for political asylum and their request has been granted in 

accordance with established procedure. No legal obligation exists to return 

to countries of.origxn political refugees. Extradition Treaty 1925 which any 

case not (RFT not) applicable to US Zone Germany specifically excludes applica- 

tion to any crime or offense of political character and recognizes right of 

state receiving extradition requests to decide whether case of political 

character. US, as many other countries, has never recognized obligation to 

extradite in absence treaty. 

For MOOG. If Czechs refuse pay costs other than storage and maintenance, 

remaining costs appear to be contingency expenses for US incurred as'reeult 

our having military installations in Germany for which Department has no funds 

(UPTEL 4525). 

SECRET - SECURITY INFORMATION 

Classification 
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Par 1  of 
Encl. No  1 
Desp No, 317 
From PrrignA 

American Embsesy 
Prague, April 13, 1953 

Excellency; - 

I have the honor to-refer-to our conversation of February 
23, 1953 and to.. my Conversation of Match 30, 1953 with.lffis 
Excellency,. the Prime Minister In the course of the latter, 
Mr. Siroky was good enongh to assure me that he would ask the 
Ministry of. Foreim Affairs for papers pertinent to dišcusaing 
with me, on a concrete basis, thematter,of William 0ATIS and. 
related issues. 

With that as surance in mind,. I believe tliat both you and 
the Prime Minister will find helpful the enclosed Memorandum 0f 
even date. It sets forth., in. terms specifically approved by my 
government,. the assurances I gave yon-orally as to the actions 
my government isADrepared to- take simUltaneously with or as soon 
as practically possible immediately after commutation of Mr. 
Oatill sentence to expuloir.m. andfor his release and departure 
frau Czechoslovakia. . -- T

Accompanying this Memorandum.and with. particular reference 
to paragraph ff) thereof is:a brier-SUpplementary Memorandum, 
relative, to the-:_case,7-of Xen.HYASTA,YWhich-I mentioned in the 

bruary 23, and to the case of course of our ConVersation of Fe 
0tilie VOSKA0 whiCh:was in 1951 the subject of an exchange of-.
notes between' the Embassy and the Ministry' of Foreign Affaix6s.. 

In th.k.. circumstancea and so soon' as Mt..-Siroky has taken • 
cognizance ot the substance.of the enclosed meMoranda„ I truat 
that hewill be able to set an early. date for the continuance 
of our discussion. I ehould.appreciate highly your courtesy 
in informing me of his wishes.. 

I am happy.to add to the ab ove that I am now also in 
possession of my government's answeleto•His Excelletcyls 
further query with respect to the return of the Osechoslovak 
transport airplane that recently landed at Rhine-Main. 

.Accept, 4cellency4 the renewed assurances 
sideration. 

Enclosures: 
Memorandum And Supplementary 

Memorandum of.even datec 

Her ExcA71.ency 
_Dr. Gertrude 

Acting 

G'Nadsworth%NatBKingF

• 
Sekaninova-Cakrtova, 
minister for Foreign Affairs 

vw 
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Par 1 of 
Encl. No 1 
Desp. No, 317 
Frem_Prague 

American Embaasy 
Prague, April 13, 1953 

Excellency-, 

I have the honor to refer 'to our conversation of February 
23, 1953 and to.. my Conversation-of Match 30, 1953 with -His 
Excellency,. the 'Prime Minister.. In the course of the latter, 
Mr. Siroky was good enough to assure me that he would ask the 
Ministry of. Foreima Affairs for papers pertinent to discussing 
with me, on a concrete basis, the, matter of William OATIS and. 

related issues. . 

With that assurance in. mind, . I believe that both you and 
the Prime Minister will find helpful the enclosed Memorandum of 
even date. It sets forth., in terms specifically approved by my 
government,. the assurances I gave you. orally as to the actions 
my government ia,prepared to'take simultaneously with or as soon 
as practic &.ly possible immediately after commutation of 
°atilt sentence to expuloicn. andAr his release and departure 
from. Czechoslovakia. 

Accompanying thia Memorandumand with. particular reference 
to paragraph ff) thereof ia-a brier-SUpplementary Memorandum, 
relative, to thecase7-of-Jan.H.VASTA,'Which-I mentioned in the 
course of our donVersation of February 23, and to the case of 
Otilie VOSKA, which.was in 1951 the subject of an exchange of 
notes between. the Embassy and the Ministry' of Foreign Affairs. 

In the circumstances: and so soon-as Mr.. 'Siroky has taken 
cognizance of the substance of the enclosed memoranda, I trust 
that he will be able to set an early date for the continuance 
of our discussion. 1412°0d .appreciate highly your courtesy 
in informing me of 'his wishes.. 

I am happy-, to add to the above that I am now also in 
possession of my government's answer' to His Excelleteyls 
further query with respect t the return of the Osechoslevak 
transport airplane that recently landed at Rhine-Main. 

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my con- 
sideration. 

Enclosures: 
Memorandum and Supplementary 

Memorandum of even date, 

Her ExcA5.1ency 
Dr. Gertrude 

Acting 

GWadsworth/Na6BKin 

Sekaninova-Cakrteva, - 
minister for Foreign Affairs 

vw 
umr LA S STFIE D 

agu 
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.End 
Desp. No  317 
From Prague 

f) Prompt action will be taken by competent 
United_States militaryauthorities in Western Germany 
to release such Czechoslovak-citizens held by than as 
the Czechoslovak-Government may- desire. to have then 
release, 'ale Czechoslovak Foreign Office to communicate 
the names of such. citizens .to the United States Embassy' 
in PragiLe. . 

g) Immediate. action -will be taken by competent 
United_States•aathorities to -arrange promptly- for 
resumptLon-of•flights ofCzechoslovak civil aircraft 
over Western GerMany in substantial accord with the 
procedures existing in July 1951. 

The:United- States -Ambassador takes satisfaction, too, in 
adding that he holds himself at-the disposal of the Czechoslovak 
Government for any further .discussibn 11:)ich.may be. desired • 
regarding these assurano'es . 

• 

Prague, April 13, 1953. 

NatBKing/Vw 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
(Classification) 

Par 3 of 
End 
Desp. No 317 
From Prague 

f) Prompt action will be taken by competent 
United_States military authorities in Western Germany 
to release such Czechoslovak citizens held by them as 
the Czechoslovak-Government may desire. to have them 
release, she Czechoslovak Foreign Office to communicate 
the names of sacia citizens to the United States Embassy 
in Pragn.w. 

g) Immediate action will be taken by competent 
United_ States aathorities to-arrange promptly for 
resumptLon-pf flights of -Czechoslovak civil aircraft 
over Western Germany in substantial accord with the 
procedures existing in July 1951. 

The:United-States Ambassador takes satisfaction, too, in 
adding that he holds hivself at-the disposal of the Czechoslovak 
Government for any further discussibn 17:hich may be desired 
regarding these assuranc'es 

Prague, April 13, 1953'. 

NatBKing/Vw 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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MMORANDUM 

Rar  7  of 
.EackNo 
Desp.No 317 

The American Ambassador refer$ to the'demarche Llnich 
he made on February 23, 1953 to Her Excellency the Acting 
Minister of.Foreign Affairs with..regerd to the case of 
William Oatis aad during the course of Which he left witb. Her 
Excellency a rough,outline of assurances his Government had 
authorized him to give as to actions which, in event of 
favorable Czechoslovak action on Mrs. Oati3t pending petition, 
it would take simultaneously with, or so soon as possible 
immediately after, commutation of Mr. Oatisf sentence to ex-
pulsion. - 

The Ambassador now takes satiafaction in informing the 
Czechoslovak Government that he is directed by his Governmfmt 
formally to communicate such assurances in the following terms: 

a)'Consular invoices for- Czechoslovak exports 
to the.United States will again be certified by the 
United States Embassy in Prague and United States 
Consulates in-third countries, without delay, in 
accordance with the procedure prevailing in July. 1951. 
Similarly, Czeghoslovak meat inspection:certificates 
will be authenticated by the United States Embassy in 
Prague:- _ _ 

b) All United States restrictions on the'export 
- of United -States- products to Czechoslovakia, except
those of general-appligability imposed pursuant to . 

-United States law, will be immediately.removed. 
• 

c) Subject. to United States laws of general ap-
-plicability, Czechoslovak trade with the United States 
may be carried 6n free of restraint or obstacle by 
United States authorities. - 

d) Wrthin. the terms-of the United States Immi-
gration. and Nationality. Act of 1952 and associated 
regulations, the United States Embassy in Prague will 
issue, without delayi viaas to Czechoslovak citizens 
applying tc it, with the appropriate Czechoslovak 
documents, tor permissioato .visit the United States. 

•

e) Immediate action will be taken by the competent 
United,States eithorities to arrange for lifting the 
ban against Czechoslovak citizens visiting Western Germany. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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MEMORANDUM 

Page 9 of 

Flick No-1,--- 
Desp.No, 317 
From Prague 

The American Ambassador refers to the'demarche ebich 
he made on February 23, 1953 to Her Excellency the Acting 
Minister of Foreign Affairs with regard to the case of 
William Oatis and during the course of Which he left with Her 
Excellency a rough; outline of assurances his Government had 
authorized ,him to give as to actions which, in event of 
favorable Czechoslovak action on Mrs. Oatisl pending petition, 
it would take simultaneously with, or so soon as possible 
immediately after, commutation of Mr. Oatisf sentence to ex- 
pulsion. 

The Ambassador now takes satisfaction in informing the 
Czechoslovak Government that he is directed by his Government 
formally to communicate such assurances in the following terms: 

arConsular invoices for Czechoslovak exports 
to the United States will again be certified by the 
United States Embassy in Prague and United States 
Consulates in-third countries, without delay, in 
accordance with the procedure prevailing in July. 1951. 
Similarly, Czechoslovak meat inspection-certificates 
will be authenticated by the United States Embassy in 
Prague.' . 

b) All United States restrictions on the export 
of United States-products to Czechoslovakia, except 
those of general applicability imposed pursuant to 
United. States law, will be immediately, ramoved. 

c) Subject. to United States laws of general ap- 
-plicability, Czechoslovak trade with the United States 
may be carried on free of restraint or obstacle by 
United States authorities. 

d) Within the terms of the United States Immi- 
gration and Nationality. Act of 1952 and associated 
regulations, the United States Embassy in Prague will 
issue, without delay, visas to Czechoslovak citizens 
applying tc it, with the appropriate Czechoslovak 
documents, for permission.to visit the United States. 

e) Immediate action will be taken by the competent 
United. States authorities to arrange for lifting the 
ban against Czechoslovak citizens visiting Western Germany. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

v, 
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Par of 
End. No 
Desp. No  - 317 

SUPPLEMENTARY PiTEMORANDUM 

Supplementihg paragraph (f) Of his memorandum of even 
date, the American Ambassador is authorized to oay: 

(i) Tlae Ministry of Foreign Affairs has informed the 
Aherican Embassy that the'whereabouts of Mr. Jan Hvasta,-am 
American ci.tizen lately imprisoned in Czedhoslovakia, are 
unknown to the Czedhoslovak authorities. In view'_of the 
continuing deep interest of the United States Government in 
HVasta, it would welcome the assurance af the Czechoslovak - 
Government that, in the event Hvasta is again .apprehended 
by the Czechoslovak authorities, -le will be deported forth-
with. 

(ii) Tha Ministry of Foreign Affairs has also informed 
the Embassy that Misz Otilie Martha Voska, an Americam citizen, 
was detained bythe Czechoslovak authorities and that her case -
was.under investigation- In. this.connection, the United States 
Govermment expreases-the hope that, if-Miss VoSka is still sa 
detained, she will. be released and permitted to -leave Czeeho-
slovakia simultaneouily with the -release of- Czechoslovak citi, 
zens by United States military.Lauthorities in Western'Germany-,

f - 

Prague, April 13, 1953. 

Gffadsworth/NatBKing/Vw 

UNCtASSTPTRn
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Page 11. of 
End. No 
Desp. No. - 317 
Frona--Brag3.141---- 

SUPPLEMENTARY MEMORANDUM 

Supplementing paragraph (f) of his memorandum of even 
date the American Ambassador is authorized to 

(I) The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has informed the 
Aherican Embassy that the whereabouts of Mr. Jan Hvasta,-an 
American citizen lately imprisoned in Czechoslovakia, are 
unknown to the Czedhoslovek authorities. In viee_of the 
continuing deep interest of the United States Government in 
HVasta, it would welcome the assurance of the Czechoslovak - 

Government that, in the event Hvasta is again apprehended 
by the Czechoslovak authorities, -le will be deported forth- 
with. 

(ii) The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has also informed 
the Embassy that Miss Otilie Martha' Voska, an American citizen, 
was detained by -the Czechoslovak authorities and that her case- 
wasunder investigation- In. this.connection, the United States 
Government expresses- the hope that, if Miss Voska is still sa 
detained, she will be released and permitted to-leave Czeaho- 
slovakia simultaneouily with the-release OrCzechosiovak citi, 
zens-by United States military.Lauthorities in Western Germany 

f - 

Prague, April 13, 1953. 

Gffadsworth/NatBKing/Vw 

UNCtASSTFTFIn 
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Par 1 of 
• End. 
Desp No' *317 
From__Pr_agn 

TO: The Ambassador 

FROM: Counselor 

April 14,1953 

SUBJECT: Call on Mr, Pudlak tolly witr:„_E2.12221:42, -
2777576177—. . 

I handed your note of April 3.3 to Pudlak et 3:30 
today . and substantially covered all , of the points made 
in the attached memorandum from you to me. 

With respect to paragraph 1., Mr. Pudiak said he 
vrould personally deliver, the note immediately to Maclaine 
Sekaninova and convey. my oral re:narks niade on your behalf 
to her. 

His only *Other. comment on this paragraph was with 
respect to Jan Hvaata. He said in this connection that 
his government still had, no-further information with regard 
to Hvastals whereabouts. 

, . 
With regard to paragraph 2, the following transpired: 

Be had been informed of your conversation with 
the Prime Minister with respect to my visit to Oatis; 
the matter had beSn _referred to the competent authori-, 
ties and he would keep after rhem. 

Enclosure:

Memorandum. 

NBK/sn 

'SECRET..SECURITY 

NBK 
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End. No -2!___ 
Desp. NO:_417.- 
Fmte__Rmagn A 

TO: The Ambassador 

April 14,1953 

QOM : Counselar 

SUBJECT: Call on Mr, Pudlak todezal 
214775aTii7--.. 

I. handed your -note of April 13 to Pudlak et 3:30 
today-and substantially covered all.of the points made 
in the attached memorandum from you to me. . 

With respect to paragraph 1, Mr. Pudlak said he 
would personally deliver, the note immediately to Madame 
Sekaninova and convey my oral remarks made on your behalf 
to her. 

His only*Other comment on this paragraph was with 
respect to Jan Hvaata. He said in this connection that 
his government still had. no-further information with regard 
to Hvastals whereabouts. 

Withregard to paragraph 2,. the foilowing'transpired: 

He had been informed of your conversation with 
the Prime Minister with-respect to my visit to Oatis; 
the matter had been _referred to the competent authori- 
ties and he would keep after :-hem. 

Enclosure: 

Memorandum. 

NBK/sn 

'SECRET..SECURITY 

NBK 



• - 

• 

• 

, 1",?1; of ' 
' ' besp. No 

Trott_ 

•ta 

NBIla 

1ST:NORM-SECURITY .INFO 
, (Classification) 

Page 7 of 
• Encl. No._2_ 

Desp. No   317 
Fmm  Prague 

April 13,. 1953 

OFFIUE MEMORANDUM 

• 1) When nanding my note of April 13 to Pudiak, please 
say in.substancet 

a) That I have asked you to hand it to him with 
the requešt.that, becaus.e cr its high importance (in 
my view), he,be good enough to see personally to it 
that it is delivered to Mme. Sekaninova with my 
compliments. • 7

b) That it has seemed to me not only that this 
present note is of high importance but also that it 
may well.be of high timeliness; for T have read ot 
the recent 'amnesties proclaimed in the 'USSR and in , 
Rumania and. have conceived_ it not improbable that, 
with establishment of the new Zapotocky regime, 
similar action Would be taken here and, if ao, 
that the moment (Oatis was arrested two years ago 
this month) would be a most propitious one for 
favorable action on Mrs. Oetis/ petition. 

c) That, with these same considerations in mind, 
have,mentioned in the Supplementary Memorandum en-

closed -With my note two other cases of American 
citizens, i.e., Jan Hvasta and Otilie Voska, the 
latter of whom may still be held by the Czedhoslovak 
authorities. I would not, however, wish.either of 
these cases to.delay consideration of the Oatis case 
I= se* 

. 2) Please alsd.inquire, on my behalf, regarding the 
status.of our request for authorization for you. to visit-
Oatis; in which connection you may add that, in the course 
of my conversation of March 30 with the Prime Minister, 
he was good enough to assure the that appropriate arrangements 
for such visit would be. made. 

GW 

'ECRET-SECURITY INFO 

Page of 
' ''')` besp. 

NMI 

SECRET- SECURITY INF 
(Classification) 

Page 9 of 
End. No. 2 
Desp. No 317 
From Pracue 

April 1 . 1953 

OFFIUE MEMORANDUM 

1) When nanding my note of April 13 to Pudiak, please 
say in. substance: 

a) That I have asked you to hand it to him with 
the requebt.that, because of its high importance (in 
my view), he,be-good enough to see personally to it 
that it is delivered to Mme. Sekaninova with my 
compliments. 

b) That it has seemed to me not only that this 
present note is of high importance but also that it 
may well.be of high timeliness; for I have read of- 
the recent 'amnesties proclaimed in the USSR and in 
Rumania and. have conceived 'it not improbable that, 
with establishment of the new Zapotocky regime, 
similar action would be taken here and, if so, 
that the moment (Oatis was arrested two years ago 
this month) would be a most propitious one for 
favorable action on. Mrs. Catisl petition. 

0) That, with these same considerations in mind, 
have,mentioned In the Supplementary Memorandum en- 

closed-with my note two other cases of American 
citizens, i.e., Jan Rvasta and Otilie Voska, the 
latter of whom may still be held by the Czechoslovak 
authorities. I would not, however, wish.either of 
these cases to delay consideration of the Oatis case 

2) Please als6 inquire, on my behalf, regarding the 
status. of our request for authorization for you to visit. 
Oatis; in which connection you may add that, in the course 
of my conversation of March 30 with the Prime Minister, 
he was good enough to assure the that appropriate arrangements 
for such visit would be- made. 

GW 
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To : H — Mr. Morton 

Through: S/8 

From : EUR — Mr. Merchant 

Xv 1, 1953 
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Suoject: Discussion of the Oatis Case with Congressman Reamer. 

Congressman John V. Reamer, in a letter to the Secretary 
dated April 21, 1953, requested information on recent activity 
or developments in the Oatis case, and asked whether he could 
be of assistance, The Serretary's reply, dated May 1, 1953, a 
copy of which is attached, states that he has asked you to inform 
Mr. Reamer of recent developments in the case. It is hoped that 
you may discuss this matter with the Congressman on a strictly 
confidential basis along the lines indicated below. 

In pressing for the release of Oatis, the Department has sought 0 
to take advantage of recent developments in Czechoslovakia, especially >, 
the accessi.on to office of a new Czechoslovak President, Zapotocky,' -1
on March 21 following the. death of President Gottwald. President 
Eisenhoer sent a message to Zapotocky expressing the hope that the 0') 

latter wi..nld give consideration to the release of Mr. Oatis and thus :4' 
remove one cause of friction between the two countries. The message ,_ 
indicated that if the Czechoslovak Government would release hiM we ...-

were prepared to negotiate the issues arising from his arrest. The ,_ ,ck 
new Prime Minister, to whom Ambassador Wadsworth presented the Presiv...._ Ir._ -?.:::. 
dent's message on March 30, stated that he would discuss it with his '1 --,-Q., 

President and ask his Foreign Office to report to him the status of CP -- ,,..... 
the case. He also stated that the Czechs would initiate -further 1 

> :::. 

negotiations. It was agreed that the existence of President Eisen— .< 
hower's message would not be publicized. 

\ Vt
,

i. 

In previous discussions with high officials of the Czechoslovak • 
..1,, 

' Government, Ambassador Wadsworth had indicated orally that the ,'"
measures imposed by the US Government as a result of the Oatis case, XdI !:
particularly the trade restrictions, would be lifted in the event of t'A 1,„ -

a .P. HX. the release of Oatis. In order to expedite further discussions, ( 2) — 

I _—.44-4---therefore, Ambassador Wadsworth subsequently sent a memorandum,statinP(Ir:_---Ane.2:_._a..._ : 0, this Government's position formally in detail. > 
! 
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To : H - Mr. Morton 

Through: S/S 

From : EUR Mr. Merchant. 

M. 1, 1953 

Subject: Discussion of the Oatis Case with Congressman. Reamer. 

Congressman John V. Reamer, in a letter to the Secretary 
dated April 21, 1953, requested, information on recent activity 
or developments in the Ostia case, and asked whether he could 
be of assistance. The Secretary's reply, dated May 1, 1953, a 
copy of which is attached, states that he has asked you to inform 
Mr. Reamer of recent developments in the case. It is hoped that 
you may discuss this matter with the Congressman on a strictly 
confidential basis along the lines indicated below. 

In pressing for the release of Oatis, the Department has sought C) 

to take advantage of recent developments in Czechoslovakia, especially 
the accession to office of a new Czechoslovak President, Zapotocky, 
on March. 21 following the death of President Gottwald. President 
Eisenhower sent a message to Zapotocky expressing the hope that the (.) 

latter wi.uld give consideration to the release of Mr. Oatis and thus 
remove one cause of friction between the two countries. The message 
indicated that if the Czechoslovak Government would release him we 
were prepared to negotiate the issues arising from his arrest. The 
new Prime Minister, to whom Ambassador Wadsworth presented the Presi- 

r- 

dent's message on March 30, stated that he would discuss it with his 
President and ask his Foreign Office to report to him the status of (71 

the case. He also stated that the Czechs would initiate-further I 

negotiations. It was agreed that the existence of President Eisen- 
hower's message would not be publicized. 

In previous discussions with high officials of the Czechoslovak 
Government, Ambassador Wadsworth had indicated orally that the 
measures imposed by the US Government as a result of the Oatis case, ti) 
particularly the trade restrictions, would be lifted in the event of ri 

---1 the release of Oatis. In order to expedite further discussions, C) 
1..1 

. . 

joe----t--therefore, Ambassador Wadsworth subsequently sent a memorandum.statinfA, 
..---- 1 ,I lAnal-- --- , this Government's position formally in detail. 'T.. 
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The Czechoslovak President has now acknowledged the message 
from President Eisenhower, stating that the proposals contained 
in the nsssage have been referred to the Czechoslovak Government. 
In view of the circumstances it is considered very important 
that there should be no publicity which might only prejudice 
our efforts. 

Attachment: 

Copy of letter to 
Congressman Reamer. 

EUR:EE:MiTe7Patk:mfl 

)K-0 
C"&mq .44,1 1; 4544.06 -
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The Czechoslovak President has now acknowledged the message 
from President Eisenhower, stating that the proposals contained 
in the message have been referred to the Czechoslovak Government. 
In view of the circumstances it is considered very important 
that there should be no publicity which might only prejudice 
our efforts. 

Attachment: 

Copy of letter to 
Congressman Beamer, 

EUR:EE:MiTeti:mfl 

)4Kii 
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To H Mr. Morton 
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May 11, 1953 

7 

Subject : Discussion of the Oatis Case with Congressman Beamer 

-71 

Nith reference to your memorandum of May 7 and your telephone 

\\(//0 

(JD 

conversation of May 9 wdth Mr. Barbour of EE concerning the 
possibility of Congress*n€ln Beamer making a statement regarding 
negotiations in the Oatis case, I feel it might well be very 
damaging to prospects of obtaining Mr. Oatis' release for mmia 

Congressman Beamer to make any statement in this connection at 
this time. 

For your,information, in supplement to my memorandum of 
Mhy let, the position at the moment is as follows: In Prague 
Ambassador Wadsworth is endeavoring to obtain an opportunity to 
discuss the case further with the Czech Prime Minister. 
President Eisenhower's wessage to the Czech President of March 30 
has been acknowledged with the statement that it has been referred 
to the Czechoslovak Government. In Moscow Ambassador Bohlen has 
been instructed to raise the Oatis case, among others, with 
Molotov in the course of a conversation which should take place 
within the next few days. 

It may be noted that the fact of President Eisenhower's 
message having been sent to the Czechoslovak President is not 
public knowledge. I believe that Congressman Beamer's misunder-
standing probablY stems from confusion with a previous message 
sent by President Eisenhower on the occasion of the death of the 
current Czech Prasident,e ssor Gottwald. 

I DC!". 
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To H Mr. Morton 

1221 

May 11, 1953 

. 

e, 

Through : S/S 
ee 

se e 

From EUR - Mr. Merchant d 
1.1 

Subject : Discussion of the Oatis Case with Congressman Reamer 

4h. 

With reference to your memorandum of May 7 and your telephone 

\\(/A 

conversation of May 9 with Mr. Barbour of EE concerning the 
possibility of Congressman Reamer making a statement regarding oA 
negotiations in the Oatis case, I feel it might well be very 
damaging to prospects of obtaining Mr. Oatis' release for 
Congressman Reamer to make any statement in this connection at 
this time. 

CD 

D> 
For your, information in supplement to my memorandum of 

May 1st, the position at the moment is as follows: In Prague 
Ambassador Wadsworth is endeavoring to obtain an opportunity to GD 
discuss the case further with the Czech Prime Minister. 
President Eisenhower's wessage to the Czech President of March 30 
has been acknowledged with the statement that it has been referred 
to the Czechoslovak Government. In Moscow Ambassador Bohlen has 
been instructed to raise the Oatis case, among others, with r 
Molotov in the course of a conversation which should take place 

CFI 
within the the next few days. 

It may be noted that the fact of President Eisenhower's 
message having been sent to the Czechoslovak President is not 
public knowledge. I believe that Congressman Reamer's misunder- 
standing probably stems from confusion with a previous message 
sent by President Eisenhower on the occasion of the death of the 
current Czech President's ler ssor Gottwald. 
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SECRET - SECURITY INFORMATION 

Classification 

SENT TO : Amembassy MOSCOW er O2 0 

Origin 

i011owing are texts referred to in immediately preceding telegram: 

1. QUOTE. On the occasion of your assumption of the Presidency of 

the Czechoslovak Republic, I wish to avail myself of the opportunity to 

express the hope that you wi].1 give consideration to the release of 
mi 

William Oatis and thus remove one cause of friction between our two countries: 
mi. a 

If your Government w311 release Mr. Oatie, removing the obstacle which his 
O 

continued imprisonment places in the way of their solution, the United States)' 
-A $3 

Government on its part is prepared to negotiate on the basis of full mutual -- O
60 
0 

info, 

Dist. 
Desired 

(Offices 
Only) 

Drafted by, 

Clearances, 

3.937 

Nay 7, 12:13 pent 

understanding.the issues arising from the arrest of Mr. Oatis and now 

outstanding between us. UNQUOTE. 
OEM, 

2. QUOTE. I have received your message, which you addressed to me at1%. r-
occasion my election to function of President of CzechosloVak Republic. • I r-

> 
I have referred your proposals, contained in this message, to government cn 3: 

CA 
Republic, UNQUOTE. Z 
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Department of State 
SECRET - SECURITY INFORMATION 

Classification 

SENT TO : Amembassy MOSCOW io? 

1937 

May 7, 12 :13 ILA 

4,1 Fa 

1. QUOTE. On the occasion of your assumption of the Presidency of 

Following are texts referred to in immediately preceding telegram: 

426 g 
the Czechoslovak Republic, I wish to avail myself of the opportunity to tD 

I 

express the hope that you will give consideration to the release of a 
mi 

William Oatis and thus remove one cause of friction between our two countries': 

co 
If your Government will release Mr. Oatis, removing the obstacle which his 0 3 
continued imprisonment places in the way of their solution, the United States> 

Government on its part is prepared to negotiate on the basis of full mutual -- 
60 

understanding the issues arising from the arrest of Mr. Oatis and now 0 

outstanding between us. UNQUOTE. ZE 

2. QUOTE. I have received your message, which you addressed to me at' 

occasion my election to function of President of Czechoslovak Republic. I > -- 

I have referred your proposals, contained in this message, to government cn 3: 
CA 

of Republic, UNQUOTE. Z 

Drafted by, 

1: 'A 

Clearances, 
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- MYT:14[., 514, May 12. 

Foreign Office• phoned. last .evening Prime Minister 
tne 6 p.m. toaay,, 

King saw Oatis this morning. 

p.m. 

CoMmh 4828 
Reed:. ma 15 
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MYTEL 514-, May 12. 

Foreign Officephoned last.evening Prime Minister would see 
me 6 p.m. today, 

King saw Oatis this morning. 

WADSWORTH 

TIVISRLOT 
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.9,ET:SZQURITY INT=ION aw Or el:ATE A/CDC/MR 

BEITIME BY  k)004  DA'23 
Contro 4975. 
Reeth May 7-5/ FROM! lagasOor IDSriEXT —1 6( g"-'2: 15 P

TS AtNI.- BFACON(S)  TO: Sear AX7Y 9 4. 141F4INGS 

NO: 52 ,EsMaysia.541072:ThIll- ' - 
PA o:r FOI EXEMPTIONS 

PRIORITY 

1. Counselor King and Vice Consul Squire saw Oatis for 25 
minutes at Prague police headquarters this morning in presence 
one police officer, one interpreter and Dr. Pavel Winkler 
(Foreign Office section chief and Dzechoslovakian delegate 
seventh General Assembly UN October 1952). 

2. Oatis  attitude In answering questions was same as last' 
• 

visit (EMBTKI, 210, 0ctOber 7, 1952) he being most scrupulous ,
. not to do.so without prior acquiesence police officer. 

Oatis was dressed 
not (repeat not) been 
mc) indication manual 
lighting cigarettes, 

as on Kingis last visit. 
recently cut. His hands 
labor and there was sothe 

His,hair hadi 
showed no (reVeat 
tremor-when 1 

tit 

4. : Oatis said Ilis 'general health had been,goOd..and adequate • 
medical and dental care.was available. He mentioned he had 44 
recently had a false tooth put in'to replace a broken front 
tooth. When.Eing suggested_ he might need calcium tablets he r" 
replied he was already receiving six daily. Oatis said he had rn.
lost weight but had recently- regained it, his present weight fam 

being.about 56 kilos. (AccorthIng his appearance this seems aboutl" 
four kilos .too mUch). Ho said he had suffered chronically from 5:-
rhinitis for years but was receiving medicine therefor. . His 
exercise according to him amounts.to one or two hours a day 
when the sun shines.. 

5. Oatis reiterated. his statements.on previous visita that he 
had ample opportunity read and write; that he was regularly 
receiving letters from,:his wife and writes her about once a 
month. 

6. The letters, sox and books sent by .his wife for personal 
delivery Were handed him directly by King. He was obviously 
genuinely gratefulsto receive them. • 

7. Oatis.said he had received the books requested at October 
meeting and was informed they had been sent by Monce of AssocirceleT 
Prels- He -also said he was receiving some books sent him directlyt-
by 'his wife but had not (repeat not) received. Hemingway's 

Z 
• 
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RECORD COPY 

C.77 . 

ta: 
THE OLD REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 

SECRET SECURITY INFORMATION COPY, IF CLASSIFIE IS 
. PROHIBITED 
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1. Counselor King and Vice Consul Squire saw Oatis for 25 
minutes at Prague police headquarters this morning in presence 
one police officer, one interpreter and Dr. Pavel Winkler 
(Foreign Office section chief and Dzechoslovakian delegate 
seventh General Assembly UN October 1952). 

2. Oatis', attitude in answering questions was same as last' 
visit (EMBTEL 210,0ctober 7, 1952) he being most scrupulous'' 
not to doso without prior acquiesence police officer. 

3. Oatis was dressed az on King's last visit. His,hair had 
not (repeat not) been recently cut. His hands showed no (reVeat-4 
no) indication manual labor and there was sortie tremor-when 
lighting cigarettes, - 

. 

, . tc ° 1. OV-9 

- 
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4. : Oatis said his -genera]: health had been,goOd..and adequate 
medical and dental care.was available. He mentioned he had 44 
recently had a false; ooth. put into replace a broken front 
tooth. When. King suggested he might need calcium tablets he r 
replied he was already receiving six daily. Oatis said he had r 
lost weight but had recently regained it, his present weight :7 
being. about 56 kilos. (According his appearance this seems about' 
four kilos.too much).. He said he had suffered chronically from 5E- 

rhinitis for years but was receiving medicine therefor.. His 
exercise according to him amounts,to one or two hours a day 
when the sun shines.. 

Z 

5. Oatis reiterated his statements.on previous visits that he 91 
had ample opportunity read and write; that 
receiving letters from:his wife and writes 
month. 

. 

6. The letters sox and books sent by his 
delivery Were handed him directly by Eing. 
genuinely grateful -to receive them. 

7. Oatis.said he had received the books requested at October 
meeting and was informed they had been sent by Monce of Assocircedt'T 
Prels- He-also said he was receiving some books sent him directly 
bybis wife but had not (repeat not) received liemingwayls 
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• 
TEE OLD IviAN 'AND '11•1ESEA (The- police bffiaer interrupted: her& 
to say alllbaoks,.sent Oatis-"were delivered to 'him) . Oatis 
asked, that -he, ber:: supplied 'with - the following books : An 
advanced.-,' tex:f. or ., reference'. on harMOny; SOMETHINq . TO* C-IVE, CHORDS : 
OF. THE NINTH; English-OzechOslovakian dictionary, (we will supply' - 
this);poCket .editibn of. .PLUTAR*CHJS LIVES -and' of good fiction. 
classics ;and"'non-fiction-. He, specifically. requested they be 
"non.=political". His ,particular. interests- are art and music. 
He said' he had:. written 'hiS wife: fOr pitch pipe but would just 
•as:' soon have' a tuning,, fork if •rnarked whether "C" or "A"'. He has 

' been "trying- to write, • pdpular, 'Music" but no-- (repeat no) p1ays, or,
operettaS: . • • ' 

8. Oz,itis . said he 'had' no' (repeat no) need for more moneY. POlice,, • 
officer- interjected:• at thiS- point saying we could.- supply all the 
rnoney we' thought= he' needed. • King' then asked Oatis amount of his - 
balance from original. 5,000 -..ki3Owts deposit.,. He understood it 

sWa some,' 3,060 .krdwns 7but Said,  he- was only. 'Using 70 krowns per 
week which:was'.'less, than he was - aUthoried to use; however, he 
would- probably,' use More- in' future' as he' had not (repeat not). 
been* smoking Icing then inquired if he would like Ethbassy 
send'him- American• cigarettes: • , He quickly replied in affirmative, 
(Our condlusion is . thdt- he.• Is:probably not being permitted use 
aS unich' of deposit-, as‘ he. wOuld4 like-, and we are today sending; him: 
:throu.gh.. VOrbign: Office silv cartons 'of American cigarettes and-
5,.000 krowns ) he said he had: nO. (repeat, nb ) ,need. of supplemental . 
clothing' or f99d.: 
9. Oatis waS- informed of "IiiesSages' from. his'irife Le:; all members , 
of, his „tardily are' ih good. health.; L, she has paid rent on. safety ' 
deposit box and. she would.- like See' him "sooner the better" to 
which, sL„id, to tell her "keep her Chin up". King assured him 'she 
was doing• this as'-,bebt • as, -Possible 'under the circumstances.„ 

- . • • . 

t • 
,10. Oatis was asked.' Whether' he• was receiving .newspapers to which. 

hth" did. nit (repeat not) reply; the, police officer, saying that no' , 
(repeat no) prisonerd are allowed.' to 'receive newspapers,. , 

, . • 
11. He was asked whether there Wai anything specific he would 
like to tell Etbassy*representatives. He said he had nothing 
particular other than to hope .our efforts for his release would 
be Successful. King had opened inte'rview by assuring Oatis that 
efforts ,to• obtain hib release were- contLnuing undiminished and 
that matter was' receiving consideration at 'highest level. . 

12. -Oatid' .paSsport which he had reqUested laSt November was - 
delivered: to .him. by Vice Consul .Squire after 'O'atis had' signed , 
application. and . taken oath. ,) sHe.irsaid hp was very glad to 
receive it. 

. 

13. When 
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THE OLD MAN AND TIM (The'police officer interrupted her& 
. , . 

to say allipaokS:sent Oatis.were delivered to 'him) . Oatis 
asked that -he, ber:. supplied with the following books An 
advanced- tex:f, or reference on 'harMOny; SOME _THINCI:. TO LIVE, CHORDS : 

OF THE NINTH, English-Ozechoslovakiatt dictiOnary, (we will supply 
this.);poCket of..PLUTAROHJS and of good fiction. 
clas'sic's ,and.- non -fiction Ire specifically. requested they be 
"non-=political" . His particular . interes ts are art and music 

He said' he had. written 'hiS wife. for a pitch pipe but would just 
.as' soon have' a tuning fork if,marked whether "C" or "A". He has 
been "trying. to write, popular, 'music" but no- (repeat no) plays, or 
operettas: . 

8. said he had' no (repeat ,no) need fOr more money. POlice,; 
officer- interjected: at this', potht saying we could - supply all the 
money we thought= he needed:- King then asked Oatis amount of his - 

balance from ,original. 5,000 deposit He understood it 
Was some,' 3,00 krdwns but said Y. was only 'using 70 krowns per 
week which'waS'.'lesS, than he was -aUthoried to use; however, he 
would probably.' use More- future' as he had not (repeat not). 
been smoking in-4b:h:.. King then inquired if he would like Ethbassy 
send'him-American. cigarettes: He quickly replied in affirmative, 
(Our cone'l-usiOn is he is: probably not being permitted use 
as midi.]: of deposit-, as would' like and' we are today sending-, him: 
through. Vbrbign: Office- six cartons of American. cigarettes and 
5000 krewns ). he said lie had; no- (repeat, no) .need of supplemental 
clothing' or fooeL., ' ' 

9 .. OatislwaS- infOrnied of Me sa ages' from his i.e.'; all members , 

of, ,h.ts. ,fatily are' in good. health,;..she' has paid rent on safety 
deposit box and she would- like See' him "sooner the better" to 
which, sLad to tall her "keep her Chin up". King assured him 'she 
was doing this as',bebt as possible 'under the circumstances.. 

. - . . 
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10. Oatis was asked' Whether' he was receiving .newspapers to which 
he" did not (repeat not) reply; the police officer, saying that no 
(repeat no) prisoners are to 'receive newspapers,. 

11. He was asked whether there was anything specific he would 
like to tell Etbassy'representatives. He said he had nothing 
particular other than to hope our efforts for his release would 
be Successful. King had opened_ interview by assuring Oatis that 
efforts ,to' obtain his releaser were. continuing undiminished and 
that matter was' receiving consideration at ,highest level. 
12. Oatid' ,passport which he had reqUested last November was - 

delivered,* to him. by Vice Consul Squire after "O'atis ,had' signed 
application.,and taken ot.th..)sHe.said he was very glad to . 

receive it. 
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13, When the meeting closed King told Oatis that if had any 
particular request he hoped he would transmit it to Etnbassy 
through Foreign Office as he had done in passport matter. 
This he. agreed to do. Oatis then-shook hands with the two 
Embassy officers and he was escorted from room clutChing pass:-
.port in onahand and carrying articles from his wife, in the other. 

 

SECRET.SECURITY, INFORMATION 

-3- 520, May 15, 4 p.m., from Praha. 

13. When the meeting closed King told Oatis that if had any 
particular request he hoped he would transmit it to Embassy 
through Foreign Office as he had done in passport matter. 
This he,agreed to do. Oatis then -shook hands with the two 
Embassy officers and he was escorted from room clutdhing pass:- 
port in onahand and carrying articles from his wife in the other. 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 524, REPEATED BONN 63. 

1. Arrangements for Oatis•release. and departure as included 
in course my conversation with Prime Minister (EMBTEL 523, 
May 15) yore as follows.: Oatis will be brought to Etbassy 
Chancery ten..a.m. May 16 by Foreign Office official. Froth 
there he will be brought by Embassy Counselor King to my
residence.. 

Itmediatelyfollowing Oatie arrival at Chancery, Vice Consul, 
Squire will present passpOrts (Oatis, King and Squire) to 
FOreign,Office for exit visasHwhich will be given immediatelSr 
upon presentation,passparts. 

:Squire with.visaed7passports will then:join us at residence). 
and:7immediOely thereafter all three-willleave by auto for 
Nurnberg. ' • - 

le • 

2. If, as seems possible, they leave Praha by noon.they 
should be in Nurnberg (Grand Hotel) five to'six p.m. I pro- me 
pose adviseOatis he had. beet play- suite by saying as.little—
as possible'pending recei:pt instructions from AP headquarters 
New York. Consequently, I. hope- Department will be-able facili-
tate prompt- transmission AP instructions and that BICOG Bonn .;! 
will immediately send apprópriate instructions its representa- • 
tives at frontier and Nurnberg. 

3. I have of course deferred- my departure for Budapest until ICR
after their departure and. am making arrangements return Praha. 
by air Monday or Tuesday a.m. Consequently) I should appreciate(?) 
Department.repeating to Budapes.t any instructions it may wish (n 
-send me. Following, telegram reports other details ty'conver- 40)
sation with Prime Minister. 

-‹ (*) 
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1. Arrangements for Oatis.release and departure as included , 0 

in course my conversation with Prime Minister (EMBTEL 523, ... 

May 15) were as follows.: Oatis will be brought to Embassy -.. 

Chancery ten.a:.m. May 16 by Foreign Office official. Froth 

there he will be brought by Embassy Counselor King to my 0 
residence.. 

ItmediatelTfollowing Oatis arrival at Chancery, Vice Consul 
Squire will present passports (Oatis, King. and Squire) to 
Foreign : Office for exit visas which given immediately 
upon presentation passports. - 

:Squire with.visaed7passports-.Fill then join us at residence', 
and: immediately thereafter all, three-willleave by auto for 
Nurnberg. 7 

" 
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2. If, as seems possible, they leave Praha by noon they 
should be in Nurnberg (Grand Hotel) five to7six p.m. I pro- Imp 

pose advise Oatis he had. best play suite by saying, as little 
'as possible'pending receipt instructions from AY headquarters 3: 
New York. Consequently, I. hope. Department will be-able facili- 
tate prompt transmission AP instructions and that HICOG Bonn z 
will immediately send apprOpriate instructions its representa- 
tives, at frontier and Nurnberg. 
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3. I have of course deferred my departure for Budapest until' 
after their departure and am making arrangements return Praha -6 
by air Monday or Tuesday a.m... Consequently) I should appreciate(?) 
Department repeating to Budapest any instructions It may wish (n 

'send me. Following, telegram reports other details ty'conver- 
sation with Prime Minister. 7 .-.. ATI 
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Supplementing 

1. Prime Minis.ter Siroky received me six p.m. with-Foreign 
Minister David. Prime Minister opened conversation. by re—
calling I had given him March 30 two messages fram President 
Eisenhower to President Zapotocky, i.e. oral congratulations 
on- latter's election to presidency and written personal 
message re Oatis case and related issues; he had delivered 
both at once;. I had since been informed latter message had 
been returned. to Czechoslovak Government be would now hand' 
me President Zapotocky's reply duly made on advice his 
government, _ 
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After readink reply (rny telegraM 52i), I. expressed appreciatilb 
and confidence Czechoslovak.-DS relations could now be• placed O 
anew 0n, sound basis mutual benefit:. I asked if my' memorandumN 
April 14 was to' him agreeable basis for proceeding that end. - 

C) 
Prime Minister'replied in affirmative.; fact was basic objective )). 

Pres.ident Zapotocky's decision; Czechoslovak foreign policy - -1 

sought aiw.ays peaceful constructive relations with all countries7-
, 10 

We then discussed arrangements for Oatis release and departure * 
(my telegram:524) and publicity (my telegram 521). 

-2. We also' discussed Rhine-Main airplane which I shall re-

port in following. telegram. 
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My te ram 524 May 16, 

Oatis released per plan/ breakfasted my, residence and. left 
11:30 a.m.., for frontier (Wainhaus) with. King/ Squire and. 
Foreign =tee representative. .He am:capita to me to• be 
surprisingly well, talked freely smiled readily, is immenseir 4 

keen learn what has gone on in outside world. last two years; ' 
h.e learned only last week.of President EisenhoWer!'s * 
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His-first wish, is to'  with his wife by phone £ram Germany:4
He• said. that on arrival there he  -be guided --by his home — 
office instructions: he wishes 'make only briefest possible W 
non-contentioue Trese, statement. HICOG.Bonn phoned me- this.. • 
morning that AP there already informed of Oatis plans proceed* 
Nurnberg today and' that HICOG and•AP representatives would 
meet him. r -
King w.ill return Prague and I. will fly Budapest tothorrow 
morning returning y 2O with. Ravndal unless Department , 
instructs•me otherw se. 
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Oatis released per plan breakfasted. my, residence and left 
11:30 a.m., for frontier (Wainhaus) with King, Squire and. 
Foreign. Office representative. .He a/meg:add-to me to be . 

surprisingly well, talked .freely, smiled readily, is immensely"' 4 
keen learn what has gone on in: outside world last two years;. ' 

e.g-. -,he learned. only last week .of President EisenhoWerts tr. 

election. P.:.:; O. 

His-first wish, is to talk with his wife by phone from Germany :4 
He-said. that on arrival there he :011 be guided-by his home ' 

office instructions: he wishes 'make only briefest possible. Ca 

non.-contentiaue Trese statement. HICOG Bonn phoned me..this. 
morning that AP there already informed of Oatis plans proceed* 
Nurnberg today and:that HICOG and. AP representatives would. 
meet him. 
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Whole AP organization extremely happy about Oatis return to 
,„.1 

freedom and grateful for what you and staff have done obtain P 

release and arrange safe departure. N) 
4h, 

AP's first concern is for Oatis health, wellbeing and it 0 i 
0 4 

knows you will do what is necessary that respect. Thereafter, =A 

=A 
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if Oatis desires, AP expects he would meet reporters and moils Q 

mei ; 
ir 

photographers in apex confef.ence open everybody and hopes he 
C) ; 

will conduct himself that way. AP sending instructions its )t. + ( i ....i 
people Germany meet him at first point they can arrange do so. 

Man or men mho meet htm mill be able consult mith him and • 2.: 

advise on handling situation as it develops. 
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FOR AMBASSADOR- 

URTEL 524 repeated Bonn 63. 

Whole AP organization extremely happy about Oatis return 

freedom and grateful for what you and staff have done obtain 

release and arrange safe departure. 

AP's first concern is for Oatis health, wellbeing and it 

knows you will do what is necessary that respect. Thereafter, 

if Oatis desires, AP expects he would meet reporters and 

photographers in Npum conference open everybody and hopes he 

will conduct himself that way. AP sending instructions its 

people Germany meet him at first point they can arrange do so. 

Man or men whip meet tam will be able consult 'with him and 

advise on handling situation as it develops. 
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On being informed Oatis' safe arrival in Germany, I iliade followling—a g 
additional statement, responsive to correspondent's requests: 1 -a 

--6 a 
(. 1 "There is no gratitude due to the Communist masters of i ,5

Czechoslovakia for releasing an innocent •man after over two : C)ty 
years of wrongful imprisonment. The free world should never ,. > 

forget that Bill Oatis was falsely accusvi,,shamefully , . --I 
exhibited in a public- spectadle in Praha and on July 4, our 
American Independence Day, deliberately sentenced to ten years, 09 
of imprisonment. Oatis" crime was that he conscient_usly ' 
carried out his duties as a newspaper correspondent, seeking 
behind the facade of fatuous Communist self-praise to ascertain :IL 
the facts prevailing in Czechoslovakia." . . 

r 
In its releases on subject, I hope Department will make clear r 
to Communists ghat it cost Czechoslovakia to hold Oatis--far — 
from paying one cent in ransom. Czechoslovakia hna been > 
penalized millions of dollars for unlawful detention of one 3: 
American citizen. 
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receive publicity is nót strictly accurate.) It was not our plan to 
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I nave ;just taken up with.Pudlak pubiicity messages between 
President and Zapotocky along lines second paragraph reference 
telegram.. 

After expressing surprise about how press could ha,:ve had 
intimation of messages he agreed refer matter to competent 
autborities within Foreign Office, .As .agreement concerning 
publicity had been made by. Ambassador Wadsworth and Prime. 

• Minister Sirokyo he said Foreign. Office would have to".conLur0 
latter.. 
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END0IR.SE ETfdTING n4Atti£IZ?GS ❑ . . . . 
DFCLA- SIFTEnp%5"EL.CASABLEEr" 
MUSE Dalrnr1 

Dear Haroll: IA c.x FOT 

Now that Bill Oatis has finally been sprung I hope you are 
able to look forward to a well-merited vacation. When I think 
of the sixteen months that I was in Czechoslovakia after his 
arrest, and recognize that not a single day went by without 
thinking of Bill and wondering if there wasn't same additional 
tring we could do to free him, it makes me realize that your 
own ordeal of 25 months must have been that much more wearing. 

The reports of Bill's release reaching this part of the 
world have been tantalizingly brief and correspondingly in-
adequate so that I should appreciate receiving any information 
that you can spare the time to send along. The correspondents 
here rallied around at once as soon as the news reached Seoul 
a week ago today, and I hope rry statement, repeated to the 
Department, was helpfUl. I was also invited to do a television 
piece and would have been glad to oblige except that the 
operator disappeared last Sunday afternoonl and the following 
day I had to go aboard ship at Inchon for same urgent dentistry, 
which left the television folks chasing a helicopter but unable 
to borrow one fram the Na v7., Hence no telecast, which I samewhat 
regret inasmuch as I had various things on my mina that I thought 
it would be useful to say such as the two million dollars per 
month penalty we had levidd on Czechoslovakia on lost trade 
alone--equal to about $70,000 per day or fifty dollmns a minute. 
I should likewise have enjoyed making some reference to the 
stupidity of the Communists in not releasing Oatis immediately 
after the trial in July 1951, at which time they might have 
pocketed all the dividends without having incurred agy penalty; 
but no, they had to o'utsmart themselves. 

Harold C. Vedeler, Esquire, 
Office of Eastern European Affairs, 

The Department of State, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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Dear Harold: - 

Now that Bill Oatis has finally been sprung I hope you are 
able to look forward to a well-merited vacation. When I think 
of the sixteen months that I was in Czechoslovakia after his 
arrest, and recognize that not a single day went by without 
thinking of Bill and wondering if there wasn't some additional 
thing we could do to free him, it makes me realize that your 
own ordeal of 25 months must have been that much more wearing. 

The reports of Bill's release reaching this part of the 
world have been tantalizingly brief and correspondingly in- 
adequate so that I should appreciate receiving any information 
that you can spare the time to send along. The correspondents 
here rallied around at once as soon as the news reached Seoul 
a week ago today, and I hope my statement, repeated to the 
Department, was helpful. I was also invited to do a television 
piece and would have been glad to oblige except that the 
operator disappeared last Sunday afternoon, and the following 
day I had to go aboard ship at Inchon for same urgent dentistry, 
which left the television folks chasing a helicopter but unable 
to borrow one frown the Navy. Hence no telecast, which I somewhat 
regret inasmuch as I had various things on r4y mina that I thought 

it would be useful to say such as the two million dollars per 
month penalty we had levied on Czechoslovakia on lost trade 
alone--equal to about $70,000 per day or fifty dollars a minute. 
I should likewise have enjoyed making some reference to the 
stupidity of the Communists in not releasing Oatis immediately 
after the trial in July 1951, at which time they might have 
pocketed all the dividends Taithout having incurred any penalty; 
but no, they had to outsmart themselves. 

Harold C. Vedeler, Esquire, 
Office of Eastern European Affairs, 

The Department of State, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

How is Bill himself? There again, judging from the brief 
reports trickling to the Far East, he seems to have been in 
pretty good shape. 

it:(1244
If you see John Hightower or Frank Starzel gi them my 

best. They, along with Mrs. Oatis anii you and 12 Dick Johnson 
and Mary Kidd, are probably the ones most concerned, and the 
ones now most relieved at Billts release. 

') • 
My congratulations to you, along with best wishes always. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ellis O. Briggs 

Th 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
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REF : Embassy despatch. 34.7", 'Tune' 20, 1950 
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DEMENICER)ST CZEC1IOSLOVAC IA 

Transmitted herewith is a memorandum relating to 
. the cases of ten American citizens under detention in 
Czechoslovakia. The- memoranduM contains. more extensive 
information. thnn was included in. the despatch under . 
reference above.. It is intended to 'record information 
supplementary to that which has already been transmitted 
to the Departanent regarding, individual pm tection cases,. 
and. to 'draw. together in one report, for convenient. ref-
erence, developments. to date in the cases of each of the 
American. citizens who are still held. in Czechoslovak 
prisons. 

Fo r the Ambassador: 

Enclosure :07 1.1.---

Memo randum. 

RG.Tohnsonzbcr. 

Richard G. ohns on 

I 
0 
N 

Vice Consul of e United. States 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM 

PRAGUE 359 JUne 28, 1951 

A. summary of the curren.t Embassy protection cases is 
given. below.• Where reviews have recently been submitted. 
to the Department in. despatch f orm, references are giVen.• 

(11 William. OATIS.. Oatis., 37-year-old. chief 
of the Associated. Pres.s bureau in .Prague, was arrested. 
during the:night of April. 23-214. 1951, probably in the 
garage. Mototechna in, Jana Opletha Street, in the cen.ter 
of Prague,. as he was 'putting his - car amay for the night« 
This garage is. adfacent. to the- offices of the official_ 
Czechoslovak News. Agency (CETEKA)." Prior to the arrest 
of. Mr. -Catis,. three, of the. sim...Czechoslovak employees of 
the Associated. Press office, TOmas SVOBODA, PaveI WODNIJIt-
and. Peter: MUELIZ- disappeared.,• almost certainly under, arrest. 
A...fourth. employee«. VacIat PREMIX, also. disappeared,. but 
was• later s.een on. the streets of. Prague, apparently having 
remained. away from..:his employment without having been taken. 
into custody.; Preclik was. formerly employe& by the. Ameiiican . . 
Embassy in the Office- of the press attache,. Joseph Kolarek•.- - 
The fifth AP employee is a mechanic who tends the office 
machines during the night. The sL-cth employee, a Miss 
TORNAVA, continues to work, sending out material from the 
official governzuent. preSs. bulletin.« 

Cox April 25,. 1951_ the Embassy addressed._ note no.. 609 
to -the Czechoslovak. Ministry of Foreign AffairE urgently 
requesting an .investigation asto the whereabouts and weIr-
fare of Mr..! Oatis« The. following day the. Embassy received 
the Miniatryts mite 117;9143/51- dated April .25, 1951 in.. • 
which it "was--stated that Mr.. Oatia had been detained.• by 
the "CtechosIoVak•SeCurity Organs"' for having "carried_ Out 
ant1-7State activity" ., and. for having "entrusted the former 
employees of the Prague office of the -(AP) agencY with the 
task of securing' and. verifying certain.secret reports". 
It was further' stated that Mr.. •Oatis "gained..and diffused -
illegal press znaterial: insultiug the Czechoslovak Republic.. 
and its. order". 

• • 
. On:. April 26,._ the 'Embassy' sent. note • no.. 612.. to the ' 

Ministry requesting' that permissioa be- granted for an Embassy 
officer to see Mr..Oatis, that the Enibassy 1:e furnished a 
formal. statement of the charges against him; alai that Mr. 
Oatis be permitted. to avail himself of the services of an 
American lawyer« - 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM 

PRAGUE 359 JUne 28, 1.951 

A. summary- of the current Embassy protection cases is 
given below.. Where reviews have recently been submitted 
to the Department in despatch f orm, references are giVen.. 

(1.) William. N. OATIS. Mr. Oatis., 37-year-old chief 
of the Associated. Prees bureau in 'Prague, was arrested 
during the night of April 23-24, 1951, probably in the 
garage Mototechna in, Jana Opletela. Street, in the center 
of Prague,. as he was putting his car array for the night. 
This garage is adjacent to the offices of the official. 
Czechoslovak News. Agency (CETERA).- Prior to the arrest 
of Mr. Ostia, three. of the..six.,Czec.h.oslovak employees of 
the Associated. Press- offices; Tomas SVOBODA, Pavel VITODNIJI 
and.. Peter' MUELIZ disappeared, almost certainly under. arrest. 
A. fourth. employee,. Va.cIav PREMIX, also disappeared,. but 
was later seen on.. the streets of. Prague, apparently having 
remained, away from his employment without having been taken. 
into custody.: Preclik was. formerly employed. by the. American- 
Embassy in the office of the press- attache, Joseph Rolarek. 
The fifth AP employee is a mechanic who tends the office 
machines during the night. The sixth employee, a Miss 
TORNAVA, continues to work, sending out material from the 
official government- presS 

Cox April. 25,. 1951 the Embassy addressed. note no.. 609 
to 'thee CzechoSlovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs urgently 
requesting an investigation. as to the whereabouts and weir- 
fare of Mr. Oatis... The following day, the. Embassy received 
the Miniltryts note 117-.943/51- dated April 25, 1951 in 
which it "was.stated that Mr.. Oatia had been detained by 
the "-Czechoslovak 'Security Organs"' for having "carried. out 
antiTSbate activity" r and for having "entrusted the former 
employees of the Prague office of the agency with the 
task of securing and verifying certain. secret reports". 
It' was further stated. that Mr..Oatis "gained and diffused' 
illegal press material insultiug the Czechoslovak Republic.. 
and its. order". 

Oni April 26, the: Etztbassy sent note no. 612.. to the ' 

Ministry requesting that permission be granted. for an Embassy 
officer to see Mr. Ostia that the Embassy be furnished a 
formal. statement of the C'harges against him; ard that Mr. 
Oatis be permitted.. to avail himself of the services of an 
American la.wyer. 
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CONFIDENTIAL -2.- ENCLOS uhE TO PRAGUE 359 June 28, 
195 

The Ministry .responded to this note on April 30, in. 
.its note no. 116.49/51.- Regarding- permission to visit , 

-• Mr.. Oatia, the note stated. that "according to existing 
law permission:cannot be granted. for thia visit at the 
present stage"`.. 

-Apparently in. rešponie ti3 the. Embassy's request- for 
a fonnal. statement of. the 'charges against Mr. Oatis, the,
ARi nf:Itry - stated. only that "The reasons for the • detention. 
of Mr.- Oatia hare al-ready• been. communicated to the Embassy 
in. the. Ministry.' a. :note- no 111.943/5I of April 2.6 ( sic ) 

. 1951". • .. 
,. • , 

. The Minis'try further state& thit Mr. Oatis. could only-
'have- the servicea. or a-, lawyer o.f. Czechoslovak natiOnality, 
"'one who is qualified:to. act as. defense attorney before ' 

kthe Czechoslova . tribunals" ... 
• • . 

Previously, on. April.' 27,.. the liabassy sent a kit. bag.
of' .tailet . articIee and extra clothing to Mr. Oatiš through 
the.Ministry- of 'For eign; Affairs 0. which re.turned. the a rticle s 
with a not e stating that "Mr. Oatis 'fully-. equipped with all 
articles of personal needl. 

. The Embassy Vice Consul -took possession. of Mr. Oatist 
personal. effects oh the:morning ot April. 25, an& transferred, 
them from Mr. Oatis,  roam at- the Hotel. Ambassador- on. Vaclayske 
Nainesti the- Einbassy chanCery for safe-keeping.. The • ' 
Citroen automobile, with. license plate C 14.7010 issued by 
the 'American authorities in. Western qer3nany-, property of the 
Associate& Pre•ss, was- taken. by- the pOlice at the time of' 

Oatist-arres.t.. . 'On. May- 23,. 1951 the automobile was re-
turned. to-.1 the garage, . from. which. it 'was taken and is. at the-
dispos•ition of the a . agency.. • 

' • On May 16., • 1951 the Czechoslovak Minister. of' Foreign • 
Affairi, 'in. a discussion of the (Yetis case with. the American 
Ambassad-dr, stated. that Oatis had "confessed" to anti-state 
activities and that- it was unfortunate that _the case 
occurred 4.7.ile the- *atmosphere was unfavorable", due to - 
recent violations- or the- Czechoslovak border which: he 

'attributed. to United States' .Constabulary- forces, 'and to what 
he described as hostile US-sponsored. radio broadcasts to 
Czechosl.avakia. front Western. Germany. 

• 
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The Ministry responded to this note on. April 30, in. 
.its' note no. 118.64.9/51.. Regarding permission. to visit 
Mr.. Oatia, the note stated that "according to existing 
law permission cannot, be granted. for this. visit at the 
present stage'. 

- Apparently- in. reeponse to the Embassy's request for 
formal: statement of. the 'charges against Mr. Oatis, the 

ministry stated. only that "The reasons for the detention 
of Mr.- Ostia- have al-ready been. communicated to the Embassy- 
in. they Mintstryl 117-.90/51 of April 2.6 (sic) 
1951!'s 

. The Ministry- further: stated. that Mr. Oatis could only 
have the services of- a, lawyer of Czechoslovak nationality,. 
"one who is qualified2to. act as. defense attorney before ' 

the Czechoslovak. tribunals "'.. 
. 

Previously,. on April 27, the Eilbassy sent a kit bag_ 
of toilet articles and extra clothing to Mr. Oatis through 
the Ministry- of 'FFeign Affairs,. adach returned the articles 
with a note stating that "Mr. Oatis 'fully' equipped with all 
articles of personal need". 

The Embassy Vice Consultook. possession. of Mr. Oatist 
personal effects oil the.: morning of' April. 25, and. transferred, 
them from Mr. Oatiss roam at the Hotel. Ambassador- on. Vaclayske 
Nainesti to the libbassy chancery for safe-keeping. The 
Citroen automobile,- with. license plate C 47010 issued by 
the 'American authorities in.. Western Germany, property of the 
Associated Press, was. taken by the police at the time of 
Mr. Oatist arreat.. 'On. May 23,. 1951 the automobile was re- 
turned.. to-Ithe garage from. which. it 'was taken. and is at the- 
disposition of the AP' agency. 

On. May 16,-1951 the Czechoslovak Minister of Foreign 
Affairarin. a discussion of the Oatis case with. the American 
Ambassadifir, stated that Oatis had "confessed" to anti-state activities, end that it was unfortunate that _the case 
occurred the °atmosphere was unfavorable ", due to - 
recent violations or the Czechoslovak border which he 'attributed. to Trnited. States Conatabulary forces, and to what 
he described as hostile US-sponsored. radio broadcasts to 
Czechoslovakia from Western. Germany. 
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In itš note na.•121.683/51-A/V71 dated May 21, 1951 the. 
Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that recent 
American_radio broadcasts had asserted that "the Prague 
Government is willing to release the American correspondent 
of the Associated. Press' , Gatis, from prison it the broad-
casts of the station "Free Europe" will be stopped'". 

The note. further alleged - that this• was a malevolent., 
untrtith.ful interpreta -bion,, and. that accordingly the Czecho4-
slovak Government saw no reason to make the Oatis case the 
subject of further, dis.cussions. On the same day the Ministry 
add.ressed.- a. second note to the Embassy (no. 121...583/51-A/T-1) 
containing. a Ions'. and bi.tter denunciati.on of Radio .Free. Europe, 
as- well.. as. charging- that United. States:. 'soldiers had violated 
the azechoslovak: border... 

. • 
It, ia possible• that.press speculation regarding a con--

nection-between.. 'the liberation of Oatis. and Radio Free Europe 
was planted. by the. Czechoslovak. Government. 

: Theclikabassy- raplied *re g ar ding the Czechoslovak note 
concerning speculation on.. the- Oatis and Radio Free EUrope 
cases in its note 631 -dated May 23, 1951.. Also on May 23 
the aabassy sent note 632 requesting advance notice regarding 
the date• of -the Oatis. 'trial,,,Lses well. as permission. for an. • 
Embassy- officer: and." interpr eter - to attend the trial.. 

pr. May 214. the: Ozech-oslcivak. Vice Minister of Foreign • 
Lffairs Sekaninova se nt . the 'Embassy a photo static . co py of a 
letter of confession in -the handwriting of. Mr.. Oatis, 
add....,essed, to his, _wife in. the United State13.. The letter was 
co. uched in. the familiar terms- in which prisoners of Cormnunist .
governmen.ta confess to 'espionage charges, And, contained a 
number of' phrases unnatural to the, English language but 
read.ily identifiable as literal translations of Czechoslovak 
phraseology. 

Although the Czechoslovak Foreign Minister stated on. 
May 16 that the trial was: expected within- ten. days, to date 
it has. Still not been. announced.. No word of the case had 
yet appeared. in the- Czechoslovak press. On. June 15 the 
Foreign Minister stated. the trial would. take ,place "within 
a few. days". • . ' 
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In its note ne.121.683/51-A/V-1. dated May 21, 1951 the. 

Czechoslovak Ministry- of Foreign. Affairs stated that recent 
American radio broadcasts had asserted. that "the Prague 
Government is willing to release the American correspondent 
of the Associated. Press', Gatis, from prison if the broad- 
casts of the station "Free Europe" will be stopped'". 

The note further alleged- that this was a malevolent, - 

untrzithful interpretation,, and that accordingly the Czecho- 

slovak Government. Saw no reason to make the Oatis case the 
subject of further discussions. On the same day the Ministry 
addressed-a second: note to the Embassy (no. 121.583/51-A/T-1) 
containing a long. and bitter denunciation of Radio ,Free. Europe, 
as- well as. charging- that United States: 'soldiers had violated. 
the. Czechoslovak. borde.. 

It is possible. that _press. speculation regarding a con- 
nection-between. the liberation of Oatis. and Radio Free Europe 
was planted. by the. Czechoslovak Government itself.. 

- 

The'llmbassr replied regarding the Czechoslovak note 
concerning speculation' on: the Oatis and Radio Free EUrope 
cases in its -note 631 -dated May 23, 1951. Also on May 23 
the aabassy sent note- 632 requesting advance notice regarding 
the date- of -the Oatis. 'trial.,-as well. as permission. for an. 
Embassy-officer-and:interpreter-to attend the trial.. 

On May 214. the: Czechoslovak- Vice Minister of Foreign . 

Atfairs Sekaninova sent .the Embassy a photostatic. .copy of a 
letter of confession in the handwriting of. Mr.. Oatis, 
add..,essed, to his, Iv= a in. the United Stated,,. The letter was- 
uched in. the familiar terms- in which prisoners of Communist' 

governments confeis to 'espionage charges, !And contained a. 

number- of phrases- unnatural to the, English.. language but 
readily identifiable as literal translations of Czechoslovak 
phraseology. 

Although the Czechoslovak Foreign Minister stated on. 
Mal-- 16 that the trial, was expected within- ten days, to date it has Still not been. announced.. No word of the case had 
yet appeared. in the- Czechoslovak press.. On June 15 the 
Foreign Minister stated the trial would. take .place "within 
a few. days"-.. 
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In addition this step DETT arranging for fol044: 

1. DeniAl NIL permits with exception DITS and consrler personnel, 

DIPL cauriers, emigrants and bargees. While this will affect comparatively 

limited NR. it SHID exclude Czech business REES from W. GER. 

2.. Vigorous demarche with new CZECH AMB. Planned when. he first 

  to give him stern treatment and:to state if he hopes to carry on 

DITiflbusiness with this GOVT this case will have to be settled satisfactorily. 

3. Action to embargo US exports Czech. Value exports running Lily 

about $200,000 — $250,000 mmnth. This WID have limited impact in itself 

but might be effectiVe in suggesting Czechafurther-and stronger action on.

our part to ccme. Dept requesting concurrence Dept Commerce (1) to use 

threat this step with Czechs and (2) to FOL through,. if necessary by revoking 

outstanding licenses and denialof future applications for exports Czech. . 

4. Denial permission GRA. overfly W. GER. Because of probable difficulty 

in obtpiring BRIT and/or FR concurrence in this step, desirable approach 

BRIT and. FR on this after. matter NIL permits: out of way.

Our course of action SHID thus 'proceed in stages in which we try. to 

avoid creation of greatINTERNATL issue raising. obstacle to retreat of Commies 

by release Oatia but give iMpression skillfully to Commies that we are 

moiving on step by step so that if they do not releese Oatis pressure will 

constantly 
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In addition this step DEPT arranging for fol0144: 

1. DeniAl NIL permits with exception DIPI and consular personnel, 

DIPL couriers, emigrants and bargees. While this will affect comparatively 

limited NR it SHIT) exclude Czech business REPS from W. GER. 
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2. Vigorous demarche with new CZECH AM. Planned when he first 

calls to give him stern treatment and to state if he hopes to carry on 

DIP1f1business with this GOVT this case will have to be settled satisfactorily. 

3. Action to embargo US exports Czech. Value exports running fly 

about $200,000 - $250,000 month. This WLD have limited impact in itself 

but might be effectiVe in suggesting Czechsiforther and stronger action on 

our part to come. Dept requesting concurrence Dept Commerce '(1) to use 

threat this step with Czechs and (2) to FOL through,. if necessary, by revoking 

outstanding licenses and denial of future applications for exports Czech. 

Denial permission CaL overfly W. GER. Because of probable difficulty 

in obtaining BRIT and/Or FR concurrence in this step, desirable approach 

BRIT and. FR on this after matter NIL permits: out of way. 

Our course of action SHID thus proceed in stages in which we try-to 

avoid creation of greetINTEBNATL issue raising obstacle to retreat of Commies 

by release Oatia but give impression skillfully to Commies that we are 

moving on step by step so that if they do not release Oatis pressure will 

constantly 
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constant],y grow.. Ide thus believe it desirablE0tO)explore first and 

soonest possibility exchanging bodies and to exploit threat of exports 

embargo in private discussion with FONNIN before going ahead to actual 

denial of export licenses and public announcement this effect, 
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00ce 'Mernorandu UNIT_E4 STATES GOVERNMENT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

TO ,ELTR Ijr. Perking DATE: Jul.,:r 25, 1951 

STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

FROM BE Mr. Higgs 

SURJECT;i The Oatis Case 

There is attached a series of papers relating to the Oatis 
case for your use im connection with its consideration by the Senate. 
The basic paper (Attachment A) consists' of comprehensive briefing 

'171 bl t7 L.! i-3 h-f t7- tt ,,;  terial aa the,subject, including a chronologr of developments in 

E-4 t case, asummgry of the Department's steps in preparation, 
O ".'i P 2 .1' ,-,o $L. 0. to O . soussion of the several pending Senate resolutions with the 

cn sl ci) .-5 ° t.i D pertment's views on each, and position recommendations. :A copy ,--1 MI c- / I g c I )* I *i' t V 
0 H • . t-It'l N'tyl o the Department's press release of July 4 on the Oatis "trial" 
1-f b '.-•' 4-i 
`,1 r -l 't.-1 ' .,i 1 t71 W i given in Attachment B. Attachment C is a copy a the memorandum 
: ,:. .z; c, a 1-4 !--3 o this case which has already been supplied to the Senate Foreign. 

.r.1 O .3 Lmj 
• ..7., ,--1 >4 R , - _.• , . , lations Committee. Copies: of the resolutions introduced in the 
4 ;19 :' (-,z ;)i nate are given. in Attachment. D, and the comparable pending 

,,,n;t2 ::: ,..i esolutions before the House in Attachment E. It mgy be noted 
co hat the House resolutions are identical with, or closely similar, 
P-3 

Z. 4'' o, the Senate resolutions with one exception, that is H.. Res. 345 
r... A•P Rodino), which deals with both William Oatis and John Hvasta, an 

- American citizen and dual national imprisoned in Czechoslovakia 

i since October) 1948. In the event that the EVast.a case sould come 

., ....' up for consideration copy of a separate memorandum on this subject 
, 

is included in Attachment F. Attachment G is a memorandum frau E --.- 

Cr; 

supplying information on the treatment of Czechoslovak trade under 
the Trade Agreements Act should this subject be discussed in 
connection with the question of economic sanctions against Czecho—

Z slovakia for the benefit of Fir. Oatis. 

al 

Enclosures: 

41,ttactment, A — BriefingMaterial 
Attachment B — Press Release No. 589 

IT C —Memorandum on Oatis Case 
D -.Resolution Introduced in 

t R e 

0.14'6
Etill:LE:HC‘Tedeler/m1 
July 25, 1951 

the Senate 
.he House 

moran um rom on. rea nt of. Czech Trade 
under Trade Agreements Act 
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ER' 
Briefing Laterial 

on the Oatis Case ' 

Chronology of Developments 

April 23 — Oatis arrested. 

April 25 —Embassy oral and written inquiry to the Foreign Office on 
.0atisl disanpearance asking for an investigation. 

April 26 Foreign Office infdrus Embassy orally Oatis arrested 
and detained.. 
Embassy sends note requesting consular access and American 
lawyer. 

April 27 — Embassy receives text of note, Cated April 25, containing 
general charges against Oatis of.activittes hostile to the 
Czechoslovak state. 
Note sent requOsting good offices of Foreign Office in 

forwarding Oatisl personal effects for his comfort. 

April 28 Foreign Office replies to note of April 27 stating that 
Oatis is fully supplied with articles of personal need. 

— Foreign Office reply to note of April 26, denies consular 
access an( rarnits only Czechoslovak lawyer. 

Lay 4 -;inar, Czechoslayaks'Chc--,e Ataffaires pr',..conts two notes, 
(one of which asks for a- srdiment for Dr. Vladimir 
Prochazka as Ambassado..q.assistant Secretary Perkins takes 
this occasion to imprees on Vinar the.seriousness with 
which we consider Oa-Us' arrest. 

April 30 

bay 16 — beeting of Amoassador Briggs with Foreign Ilinister Siroky. 
The Ambassador urged:immediate release and expulsion, and 
pressed for consulan( acuess. Siroky states Oatis has 
confessed, he is in, good health, and trial will be held 
soon. Consul/4T- access prior to trial is denied "in accord—
ance,with practise in USt Great Britain, France,_etc." He 
menAions RFE broadcasts and a'-rder,inoident as creating an 
unfavorable atmosphere. Siroky „ ,,ees to see the Ambassador 
again before the trial. 

:jay 21 — Note handed to Ambassador Briggs states that in view of 
, reports in Americas.broadcasts that the Czechs would release 
Oatis if RFE broadcasts are stopned, which was termed a. 
"malevolent and untrathful" interpretation of the conversation 
of May 16, the Czechoslovak Minister will not discuss the Oatis 
case further with the Ambassador. Separate note on RFE and 
alleged border violations is also handed to AMbassador. 

." 
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April 23 - 

April 25 - 
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on the Oatis Case ' 

of Developments 

Oatis arrested. 

Embassy oral and written inquiry to the Foreign Office on 
Oatis' disappearance asking for an investigation. 

Foreign Office inform Embassy orally tha; Oatis arrested 
and detained.. 
Embassy sends note requesting consular access and American 
lawyer. 

April 27 - Embassy receives text of note, dated April 25, containing 
general charges against Oatis of activittes hostile to the 
Czechoslovak state. 
Note sent requesting good offices of Foreign Office in 

forwarding Oatis' personal effects for his comfort. 

April 28 

April 30 

Lay 

- Foreign Office replies to note of April 27 stating that 
Oatis is fully supplied with articles of personal need. 

- Foreign Office reply to note of April 26, denies consular 
access anC rarnits only Czechoslovak lawyer. 

4 - Ozochoslovaks'Chc-,e Ataffa.lres pr',..sonts two notes, 

(one of which asks for a- rent for Dr. Vladimir 
Prochazka as Ambassada.q.assistant Secretary Perkins takes 
this occasion to impress on dinar the. seriousness with 
which we consider Oatis' arrest. 

lay 16 Nesting of Ambassador Briggs with Foreign Ilinister Siroky. 
The Ambassador urgedimmediate release and expulsion, and 
pressed for consular(acuess. Siroky states Oatis has 
confessed, he is in good health, and trial will be held 
soon.. Consulm- access prior to trial is denied "in accord- 
ance with practise in USt Great Britain, France,_etc." He 
mentions RFE broadcasts and e.'-rder,ineident as creating an 
unfavorable atmosphere. Siroky -ees to see the Ambassador 
again before the trial. 

:fay 21 - Note handed to Ambassador Briggs states that in view of 

reports in American .broadcasts that the Czechs would release 
Oatis if RFE broadcasts are stopped, which was termed a. 

"malevolent and untruthful" interpretation of the conversation 
of May 16, the Czechoslovak Elnister will not discuss the Oatis 

case further with the Ambassador. Separate note on RFE and 
alleged border violations is also handed to Ambassador. 
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May 23 - Embassy sends two notes: one asks for a renewal of dis—
cussions with the Foreign Minister, asserting that the 
conversation has been correctly reported by the Embassy 
to the Department and that the report referred to originated 
in Vienna rather than Washington; the other requests advance 
notification of the trial and arrangements for the presence 
of an Einbassy official and interpreter, should the Czechs 

' insist on trial despite our representations. 

Nay 24 — Photostatic copy of letter purportedly from Oatis to his 
wife, in. which he admits "guilt" is given to Embassy. This 
was communicated to Mrs. Oatis by AP. 

CJune. 1 - AgreMent sett to Czech Embassy on new Czech Ambassador, 
V 1  ad 1  rri .1" . Prochazka. 

June 2 -.Ban on private travel.to Czechoslovakia announced. 

June 6 - Cable from Oatis received by his wife which suggested she 
come to Czechoslovakia. 
She replied following day. The reply was transmitted to the 
Foreign Office immediately by the Embassy. 

June 15 - Ambassador saw Foreign Minister Sirolsy on question of the lost 
planes and took the occasion to renew representations in the 
Oatis case, 
He sought to justify his failure to discuss matter further 
because of alleged misrepresentations of the first meeting. 
He stated the trial would be held in a few days and that 
arrangements have been made for an Embassy official to attend. 
He repeated that Oatis had made fall confession. 

June 30 — The Foreign Office informed the Einbassy that the trial would 
begin at 8 Ah.M, July 2, and that Vice Consul Richard G. 
Johnson and Miss Eery Borak would attend. 

Jtly' 2 — Trial began. 

Ju1y 3 — Mrs. Oatis received another letter from Oatis dated June 21. 

Ju1y 4 — Oatis sentenced to 10 years imprisonment which may be committed 
to 5 years for good b ehavior and expulsion from Czechoslovakia 
after completion of term. 
State Department issued press release on Oatis. 

July 16 — The Ambassador saw Siroky and presented a note stressing it 
is not customary to imprison an accredited newspaperman for 
carrying out normal duties and urging again the immediate 
release of Oatis with departuze from Czechoslovakia. 

July21 
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May 23 - Embassy sends two notes: one asks for a renewal of dis- 
cussions with the Foreign Minister, asserting that the 
conversation has been correctly reported by the Embassy 
to the Department and that the report referred to originated 
in Vienna rather than Washington; the other requests advance 
notification of the trial and arrangements for the presence 
of an &bossy official and interpreter, should the Czechs 

' insist on trial despite our representations., 

May 24 - Photostatic copy of letter purportedly from Oatis to his 
wifet in which he admits "guilt" is given to Embassy. This 

was communicated to in s. Oatis by AP. 

June. 1 - Agrehent sett to Czech Embassy on new Czech Ambassador,) 
Vlad T- iriFrochazkl. 

June 2 - Ban on private travel. to Czechoslovakia announced. 

June 6 - Cable from Oatis received by his wife which suggested she 
come to Czechoslovakia. 

She replied following day. The reply was transmitted to the 
Foreign Office immediately by the Embassy. 

June 15 - Ambassador saw Foreign Minister Siroky on question of the lost 
planes and took the occasion to renew representations in the 
Oatis case, 
He sought to justify his failure to discuss matter further 
because of alleged misrepresentations of the first meeting. 
He stated the trial would be held in a few days and that 
arrangements have been made for an Embassy official to attend. 
He repeated that Oatis had made full confession. . 

June 30 --The Foreign Office informed the Embassy that the trial would 
begin at 8 A.M. July 2, and that Vice Consul Richard G. 
Johnson and. Miss Mazy Horak would attend. 

ally' 2 -' Trial began. 

July 3 - Mrs. Oatis received another letter from Oatis dated June 21. 

July 4 - Oatis sentenced to 10 years imprisonment which may be committed 
to 5 years for good behavior and expulsion from Czechoslovakia 
after completion of term.. 
State Department issued press release on Oatis. 

July 16 - The Ambassador saw Siroky and presented a note stressing it 
is not customary to imprison an accredited newspaperman for 
carrying out normal duties ana urging again the immediate 
release of Oatis with departure from Czechoslovakia. 

July 21 
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July 21 - The Embassy received a note stating that the U.S. demands 
represents a gross attempt at interference into aatters 
which fall exclusively under Czech jurisdiction. The Czech 
Government therefore refused to consider ,the U.S. request. 
Simitaneously, a note protesting the activities of Radio 
Free Europe was received. 

July 23 - Mrs. Oatie received from her husband another letter, dated 
July 10. 

(2;-- 74 o / 
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Sters in Preparation ' C. 
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1. Denial of military permits, requiring concurrence of British-
and French which is now being sought. 

2. Seeking release of Oatis by his exchange for one or more Czecho—
slovak prisoners in US Zone of Germany. Ambassador Briggs has been 
instructed to make this'approach as soon as possible. 

of 
3. .Vigorous.demand for release/Oatis to newAmbassador, Vladimir 

Prochaska; stern treatment on the Oatis case when he first calls. 

4,.. Plans, subject to concurrence of the Department of Commerce, 
to revoke export licenses and deny future applications for export to 
Czechoslovakia. 

5. Action to deny permit to Czechoslovak Airlines to over£ly Western 
Germany if British and/or French concurrence can be obta.ined. Present 
permit extends to end of this month. 

6. Study of the means by which this matter can effectively be 
brought before the United Nations so as to aid our efforts in behalf of 
Mr. Oatis. US representative on the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council will make a vigorous statement of the US views at the meeting 
of the Council at Geneva beginning on July 30. 

Senate Resolutions 

Three resolutions on the. Oatis case have been introduced thus far 
and referred to the Committee. The Department's views on each are as. 
follows: 

1. S.\Con. Res. 37 (McMahon). This would be helpful in our 
continuing representations to the Czechoslovak Government by showing how 
deeply disturbed the American people are by this treatment of Oatis and 
suggesting the prospect that this Government will take further stsps 
in his behalf. It is consistent with our program of action for Oatis and 
our overall natiorial interests. It wculd permit the Department freedom 
to exert such pressures as seems most effective at a given stage. 

The 
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I. Oatis. US representative on the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council will make a vigorous statement of the US views at the meeting 
of the Council. at Geneva beginning on July 30. 

Senate Resolutions 

Three resolutions on the Oatis case have been introduced thus far 
and referred to the Committee. The Department's views on each are as 
follows: 

1. S.\Con. Res. 37 (McMahon). This would be helpful in our 
continuing representations to the Czechoslovak Government by showing how 
deeply disturbed the American people are by this treatment of Oatis and 
suggesting the prospect that this Government will take further steps 
in his behalf. It is consistent with our program of action for Oatis and 
our overall national interests. It would permit the Department freedom 

exert such pressures as seems most effective at a given stage. 
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2. S. Res. 175 (01Conpr). There is no objection to the first 
and last items of the resolution. In regard to preventing representa—
tives of the foreign Communist press from operating in the United States, 
it may be noted that Czechoslovakia has no press correspondents in the 
US at the present time. Some of the press representatives from. Communist 
countries are accredited to the UN and would thus be invulnerable to the 
proposed action. If the US should take this step, the USSR could be 
expected to retaliate by the expulsion of- the accredited American corre—
spondents maintained by the New Luk Times, Associated Press, United 
Press and Overseas News agencies at Ebscow. It is accordingly believed 
that this proposal would hamper our own pness and violate the principle 
of free infprnation without any assurance of effecting our purpose. 

The provision urging a suitable representation to the United Nations 
fcr consideration of the Oatis case by that body presunably'contemplates 
that the United States should seek to include this as an item on the 
agenda of the General Assembly or some other appropriate UN body. The 
Department is giving careful consideration to this question. 

It is very doubtful that the US could obtain the necessary vote 
in support of a resolution condenning the Caechoslovak Government and 
calling for the release of Oatis. The Members of the UN have in the 
past uniformly held the view that the UN should not concern itself with 
individual cases. Other memberr, tend to feel that by considering such 
a case as the Oatis case, they will open their own judicial proceedings 
in their own countries to attack in the UN. If the US should bring 
this case and fail to achieve the necessary vote, the result would onlJr 
benefit the Communists and hurt our chances to obtain Oatist release. 

It must also be considered that by bringing such a case to the UN, 
we nay be inviting the Communists in turn to attack the US for the way 
it administers its internal law, for example, the denial of visas to 
Comnunist correspondents, the conviction of Communist leaders, etc. 
The Department is also considering whether a public denunciation of the 
Czechoslovak Government by the UN, even assuming such a resolution would 
be adopted, would help or hinder the efforts of the US to obtain his release. 

With reference to the proposal to prohibit trade with Czechoslovakia 
the Department is now consulting with the Department of Commerce on 
plans for revoking of present export licenses and denying all future 
applications, thus imposing in effect an enbargo on exports from the 
United States to Czechoslovakia. 

Action ty the Executive to control imports from Czechoslovakia would 
invoive-lreezing of-assets.under-the Trading with the Enemy Act. This-
economic sanction would be the most far-reaching in its effects and would 
constitute a clear violation of our obligations under the Articles of the_ 
InternationalEbnetary Fund-, 
need to be taken under authority of the Trading with the Enemy Act. 

If this step were not successful in achieving our en0t  n turn 

would imnly further and related action in the economielf41d, namel: 
the blocking of Czech asspts in the US ThPse enonomic sanctiens 
would be the most far-rqct-ing in their efPects. 
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calling for the release of Oatis. The Members of the UN have in the 
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it naministers its internal. law, for example, the denial of visas to 
Communist correspondents, the conviction of Communist leaders, etc. 
The Department is also considering whether a public denunciation of the 
Czechoslovak. Government by the UN, even assuming such a resolution would 
be adopted, would help or hinder the efforts of the US to obtain his release. 

With reference to the proposal to prohibit trade with Czechoslovakia 
the Department is now consulting with the Department of Commerce on 
plans for revoking of present export licenses and denying all future 
applications, thus imposing in effect an embargo on exports from the 
United States to Czechoslovakia. 

Action by the Executive to control imports from Czechoslovakia would 
involve-freezing of-assets under-the Trading with the Enemy Act. This, 
economic sanction would be the most far-reaching in its effects and would 
constitute a clear violation of our obligations under the Articles of the_ 
Internationalhionetary Fund, 
need to be taken under authority of the Trading with the Enemy Act. 
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If such econotic measures are taken it should be borne in mind that 

this is about as far as the United States Government could go by way 
of reprisal sna still, maintain diplomatic relations or retain at peace. 
In that event no strong weapons would remain for any other occasion 
when it might be desirable to use them: 

(Another consideration is that economic reprisals are available 
to both parties and the Czechoslovak authorities may retaliate in kind. 
The Department must consequently consult with other agencies of the US 
Government in considering carefull7 the net effect of whatever meseures 
are adopted.) It is necessary, moreover, to weigh whether such action 
will induce the release of Er. Oatis or harden the position of the 
Czechoslovak Government against that possibility. It would therefore 
be helpful to the Departmentls efforts if it were not placed under a 
mandatory requirement in the.economic field and room were left for freedom 
of action to exert pressure which may most likely accomplish our purpose. 

3. S. Res. 178 (:.2:onroney). The foregoing comments on the OlOonor 
resolution cover the first part of this resolution on breaking commercial 
relations. The proposal to take steps to sever diplomatic relations 
raises grave questions involving overall national interests. The 
Departments of Silte and Defense believe important advantages derive 
from the maintenani of US diplomatic Eissions in the Eastern European 
countries (keeping an observation post in each, providing VOk guidance, 
flying the flag as source of continued hope and inspiration to the 
oppressed populations). They have opposed, for these reasons, any move 
to break diplomatic relations with these Communist countries so long 
as the US can retain its missions there without suffering intolerable 
indignities. 

Recommendation 

1. That you express the Department's appreciation for the various 
resolutions introduced in. the Senate on this subject and indicate how 
they have been very helpful,,particularly as they have been used over 
VOA, in conveying,to the Czechoslovak regime and people the indignation 
of the American people at this treatment of Nr. Oatis. 

2. That you take the position that the Oatis case should not be 
dealt with in a resolution concerned with the treatment of foreign 
nationals such as Archbishop Groesz of Hungary. 

3. That if the question is raised whether in the Department's 
opinion the case of Jan Hvasta, an American. citizen and dual national 
.imprisoned in Czechoslovakia since 1948, Should be included in a resolu—
tion on the Oatis case, you might indicate that the Department sees no 
objection. if,.however, both cases are not dealt with in the sane 
resolution, it would be helpful to have a separate one on the Hvasta case. 
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.4. That if you are asked specifically what kind of resolution 
night best serve the DePartment's efforts you might wish to suggest 
a resolution along the lines of S. Con. Res 37 (kehahon). 

IIMH:EE:HCVedeler/m1 E UM° UNE 
.WR:EE:E.Terabek (Cleared with (Cleared with (Cleared with 

Er. Schaetzel) hr. Henkin) Er. DePalma) 
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. THE OAT= CASE 

.Deeelorment of the Case. The Czechoslovak authoritiee arrested 
Px. William Cells AP correspondent at Prague, on April 23, 1951, 
acknowledged on APril 26 that he was arrested and detained, informed 
the AmericenEmbessy on Yey 16 that he had confessed to "espionage", 
and brought kin to "trial" on July 2. After proceedings lasting two 
-d,R713,. he was eentenced on July 4, to tea years imprisonment subject 
to reduction to five years for good bebavior. The presiding judge 
spoke.of extenuating cimmstances and the expulsion cf Oatis from 
Czechoslovakia et.the conclusion of the tern of imprieonment. It is 
believed that thia statement and the effective sentence of five years 
leave the possibility open. for expulaion at .anytime. 

Action of the United StAes, The AmerlimmEmbansy„ acting on ita 
own initiative and upon instructio.n from the Department, has premised 
repeatedly through octal representations and by formal notes to obtain • 
Oatis" immediate release and consular access to him. The Embassy soueht, 
without success, to eend him articles of personal ccmfort and to 
arrange American iegal counsel for him. In all of these efforts 
AmbassadorEriggs has had a number of meetings with the CzechoslOvek 
Foreign feaster and the Amnistant Secretary for European Affairs has 
taken up the case with the Czechoslovak Charge bare. The Lepartment 
rrchil:it:-=! on June 2, until farther notice, the. rrivr.,to cr 
A=orican citizen:. to Czechoslovakia. Thin ham irevented a number of 
American bueiness men from going to Csechoslevakia to make purchases 
porseuoal'€y from Csecheelovak national enterprises and the Csechoalovak 
Foreign Office hese given evident. to Ambaesndor Briggs that this re—
taliatory measure is disliked. 

• 
bxtperSters in Preraration. The Department is determined that 

this Governimant will not pay TIPS0117,111 order to gain the freedom of 
Oatis. It is encertain.vhether the Czechoslovak regime evrr had a 
"deal" in mind when it imprisened Odtls. The CzecSoslovak authorities 
have neVer node such apropoial, although thsPoreigntiinisterrentiened 
the Radio Preerftrope treadcaets in the Czech and Slovak languages aa 
creating "anmnfavorable atmosphere"' for the settlement of the case. 

The Department's mares of action is therefore to proceed by firm 
. and repeated representations and the application of pressure. That 
program of action is to advance in stages in the ends:newt° avoid 
unalterably hardeming the positiod of the Conemnists againat Oatis,.yet 
to drivz home to them that this Governmentisasving ahead etep by.step 
so that ifthey do not release Oatis the pressure vill constantly. grow. 
The number of available and feseible possibilities of counteraction are 

=fortunately' 
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unfortunate1y fewer then was the case earlier in cur relations with the 
present Government of Conchaelevakie. When the Czeohoslovak Government 
formed oat oar United States information Service Library in Csechoelovekla, 
expel/ed the Welted Statss Press Attache, and reduced the size of the 
American Embassy- staff in the spring of 1950, the Department closed all 
four of the Cesohoslovek. coneular posts bore and limited the Embassy 
staff at Washington to a mirtiment. It is not consequently possible 
to aloes arry consular offices in the United States or proceed against 
the Czechoslovak Meow unless we should move to a break in diplomatic 
relations, a move oppcoed, by both tha Department of State end the 
Department of Darman an the mania of over-all national interests. 
The Czechs have no prams representatives in the United States at this 
times and issue no publication here. 

Derartment is giving Ain actreideration to various poselbilities 
of eeoncede action against the Commonist regime in Czechoslovakia. In 
its study of this problem the Department has had to weigh carefully 
whether any aim step mill in feet increase the chances of effedting 
Getter release or will plea,- the Csechoslovek Goverment in a positiort 
where, tor its ow internal political reasons and becalms of its rms.-
laticaship to Moscow, it cannot afford to appear- to yield to voted* 
force. In addition the. Department has to take under oonsideration the 
effects of any given measure an our overall national. interests. 

In view of theae considerations the Department is preeent2y arranging 
.C:or the following steps: 

1. To deny military permits for the entry z.t. Condo to Western 
Germany, with certain exceptions such as diplomatia and ecesular 
personnel and diplomatio couriers, exceptions Made neoesaery by the 
probability ot Czechoslovak retaliation which Vouldi ce telance, leave 
the Ceeehe bsttsr oft then. ourseires. This action would affect the 
ability of Czechoslovak bosimes men to do business in Meet Germany. 
This action requires the acnoUrtignCIP2 ot the British and French. anthori.. 
Use in Germany end we aro now endeavoring to obtain it. 

2. To seek the release of Chitia by biz. eantinge for one or more 
Gambrel/oak agentir War imprisoned in the United States Zone of Gerzanr. 
Siam the hope, of rocesse thia approach depends upon finding the moat 
opportune occesica to Tett it forward, ware carefully seeking the best 
moment to advance the proposal....• 

3. Te make a vigorous demand tor Geist release to the now Combo-
slam& Ambaseador„ Viedinir Prooheska, who vill arrive presumabXr about 
the end. of this, month. The ,Doperiament took the retaliatory action ot 
prohibiting private travel at the same time as ell agrement was. granted 
for a new ambassador. The newt:mint thus attempted to impress the 
Ceeehoelovak Government with the seriousness attached to the Ostia owe 
and with. its adverse affect on United States-Czechoslovak relations, 
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forced out oar United States 732flaralitiOrt Service Library in Czechoslovakia, 
expelled the United States Press Attache, and reduced the size of the 
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staff at Washington to a minima, It is not consequently possible 
to aloes any consular offices in the United States or proceed against 
the Czechoslovak Imbeasy =less we Should move to a. break in diplomatic 
relations, a move opposed by both the Department of State and, the 
Department of Defense on the gravels of over-all national interests. 
The Czechs have no press representatives in the United States at this 
tins and issue no publication here., 

The Department is giving ft= consideration to various possibilities 
of 11001202der action against the Commonlat regime in Czechoslovakia. In. 

its study of this problem the. Department has had to weigh caref l] 
whether any falyn step mill in f act increase the chances of atfedting 
slating release or will plea, the Cseahoelovak Goverment in a position 
where, for its own internal political reasons and becomes of its re.- 
lationship to Noecow, it cannot afford to appear to yield to outside 
force. in addition the Department has to take under consideration the 
effects of am given measure on our overall. national interests. 

In view of theae considerations the Department is presently arranging 
Zan the following steps: 

1.. To deur militaz7 permits for the entry of Czechs to Western. 
Gellman with certain en:options such as diplomatic: and consular 
prrsoonal and diplomatic ocanders, exceptions tads necessary by the 
probability' of Czechoslovak retaliation which vould, on balance, leave 
the Comas better oft than ourselves. This action would affect the 
ability of Czechoslovak business men to do business in Most Germany. 
This action requires the 00120Urtlillet`s of the British and French anthort- 
ties in Geramny and wo are now endeavoring to obtain it. 

2. To seek the release of aktis by bla hags for one or more 
Csakehoelovak agents. now imprisoned in the United States Zone of Germany. 
Sin.ce the hope, of imager in this approach depends upon finding the moat 
opportune occasion to pat it forward, we, are carefolly seeking the best 
moment to advance the proposal... 

3. To maks a vigorous descend for Gatti, release to the new Ceseho. 
slava& Aehassador Vladimir Prookneks, who viii arrive presumabXr about 
the end at this month. The ,Department took the retaliatory action of 
prohibiting private travel at the same time as en agrement wait granted 
for e now ambassador. The Department thus attempted to impress the 
Csechoslatak Government with the seriousness attached to the %tie case 
and with its adverse affect on United States4sechoslovak relations, 
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yet to preserve a high—level channel Of diplonatic commication here 
at Washington with the Czechoslovak Government by vhicsh representatSons 
in behalf of Oatis might be pressed (should. we hays rettsed ths agrement 

-for ths new Ambassador the Czechs might have been expected to ask for 
the resell of our Ambassador in Pragoes thus reducing still further 
the possibility of high—level negotiation on the Win case). It 
is therefore ',lame that when Ambassador Prochazka first calls to 
give him stern ttealiaant on the Oatis case and state that if he hopss 
to carry on any diplomatio business with this Govewszent the Ostia 
case will ham to be settled satisfactorily. 

A. To take other appropriate action aa may be determined to be 
feasible- and effective. 

ago:modem/ Resolutioa. The Deportment ftil3y shares the 
outraged:feelings which have led to the introduction in Congress of 
varicus resolutions on this subject. The Department also appreciates 
the help which oil of these have provided in impressing ths Csecho—
slovak Government, with the importance of this Isom to the American 
people and Goverment. These have been of /alto in our opinion 
espeelalIT as the Department has used them over the Voice of America 
as the =dim for ocessznioating them to the Ceschoslovak Goverment 
and people. 

As to the eubstentive merits of the afferent resolutions, it ia 
hopsd. that the following consideration regr be taken into account. 
However• much it war be. desired to punish the Czechoslovak Government 
for its outrageous treatment of this American citizen and representa. 
time of the free press and however mach such puniahment is warranted, 
it would in our opinion help Mr. %Me the most, for the presents
if any resolution not go so far as to encourage ths creation of a great 
international lame, excluding TOM for retreat on ths part of the • 
Communists. The %%pertinent streeees, again that its primary objeetive 
ia to get *. Oatia released as soon as possible and it determined to 
do everything this Governmeat oen to achieve tbie purpoee; and that 
pmishment ot or retaliation against the Czechoslovak Government 'should 
be, gmbordinated to the, attainment of wIr primary objective. At thia 
particular moment the most assistance would he given to our diplomatic% 
effort hr. a concurrent resolution along the lines of S. Con. Res. 37, 
which the Department could then nee to advantage in our continuing 
representations to the Csechoslavak Goverment. 
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Coseendats,. The. Department stresses again that its primary onjoetive 
is to get Mr. %Ma released as soon as possible and in determined to 
do everything this Govern:Bea can to achieve this purpose; and that 
punishment of or reta.Untion against the Czechoslovak Government should 
be subordinated to the @Ataxia's:It of wIr priming- objective. it this 
particular moment the wet assistance would be given to our diplomatic 
effort IT a concurrent resolution along the lines of S. Con. Res. 37, 
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Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

EUR Mr. Perkins 

E Mr. Thorp 
40r 

The Treatment of zech Trade under the Trade Agreements 
Act 

DATE: July 24, 1951 

In testifying before Congressional groups on the Oatis 
case, you may be asked what the Department bias done regarding 
a provision of the Trade Agreements Act relating to CzechLtrade. 
The provision directs the President "as soon as practicable" 
to cease applying the tariff concessions to"goods from the 
Soviet bloc which have been negotiated with any country pursuant 
to the provisions of the Trade Agreements Act. This requires the 
Administration to terminate the most-favored-nation treatment 
which. it has heretofore granted to all nations. 

Pursuant to this provision, the United States Government 
so far has taken the following action: 

1. We have denounced our most-favored-nation agreements 
with the USSR, Rumania, Bulgaria, Mingary, and Poland, pursuant 
to the denunciation provisions of the various agreements. As 
soon as the period of rotice provided for in each of these 
agreements has run out, most-favored-nation treatment will be 
withdrawn. 

2. We have virtually completed the drafting of a document 
to be issued by the President which will have the effect of 
withdrwffing the concessions under the Trade Agreements Act to 
goods emanating from those areas of the Soviet bloc with which 
no most-favored-nation. agreements exist; this should be issued 
very shortli. 

3. We are actively exploring with other. Contracting Psrties 
to the General Agreement On Tariffs and Trade the best means by 
which to withdraw most-fairored-nation treatment from Czech 
products. Czechoslovakia is' the only member of the Soviet bloc 
which is a Cpntracting Party to the Genaral Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade. This consultation process should shortly be completed. 

If you are askekwhy the Administration has not withdrawn 
most-favored-nation treatment from the Soviet bloc more expe-
ditiously, I suggest you should point out it would have been a 
gosat .propaganda plum for the bloc if we had proceeded to-
violate our solemn intemational agreements with them. Ac-
cordingly, we have followed the more deliberate process of 

terminating 
, 
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ernorandurn UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO : EUR - Mr. Perkins 

FROM E -Mr. Thorp 
4r 

SUBJECT: The Treatment of zech Trade under the Trade Agreements 
Act 

DATE: July 24, 1951 

In testifying before Congressional groups on the Oatis 
case, you may be asked what the Department bias done regarding 
a provision of the Trade Agreements Act relating to Czechtrade. 
The provision directs the President "as soon as practicable" 
to cease applying the tariff concessions to.goods from the 
Soviet bloc which have been negotiated with any country pursuant 
to the provisions of the Trade Agreements Act. This requires the 
Administration to terminate the most-favored-nation treatment 
which. it has heretofore granted to all nations. 

Pursuant to this provision, the United States Government 
so far has taken the following action: 

1. We have denounced our most-favored-nation agreements 
with the USSR Rumania, Bulgaria, Hungary and Poland, pursuant 
to the denunciation provisions of the various agreements. As 
soon as the period of *notice provided for in each of these 
agreements has run out, most-favored-nation treatment will be 
withdrawn. 

2. We have virtually completed the drafting of a document 
to be issued by the President which win have the effect of 
withdrawing the concessions under the Trade Agreements Act to 
goods emanating from those areas of the Soviet bloc with which 
no most-favored-nation. agreements exist; this should be issued 
very shortly. 

. , 
3. We are actively exploring with other Contracting Parties 

to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade the best means by 
which to withdraw most-faVored-nation treatment from Czech 
products. Czechoslovakia is the only member of the Soviet bloc 
which is a Contracting Party to the General. Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade. This consultation process should shortly be completed. 

If you are asked why the Administration has not withdrawn 
most-favored-nation treatment from the Soviet bloc more expe- 
ditiously, I suggest you should point out it would have been a gate propaganda plum for the bloc if we had proceeded to' 
violate our solemn intevnational agreements with them. Ac- 
cordingly, we have followed the more deliberate process of 
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terminating these agreements or otherwise wmplying with their 
terms before withdrawing most-favored-nation treatment. This 
policy, of course, is being constantly. reviewed and if, on 
balance, it appears that the process of withdrawing most-
favored-nation treatment should be speeded up despite the 
existence of conflicting agreements, we will change our course. 

You may also want to point out to the Committee the danger 
of identifying the withdrawal of most-favored-nation treatment 
too closely with ,the Oatis case. If the two actions become 
linked in the*minds of the Czechs, they may insist that most-
favored-nation treatment be restored whenever Oatis is released. 
Quite apart from the,desirability,of snch a course l'the 
restoration cotild not take place under existing. legislation. 
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SUBJECT: RESIILTS OF EMBASSY's "ACTION OATIS" 

: AMEMBASSY, PANAMA. 

: THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. W4SHINGTON. 
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There are enclosed four clippings of edi 
have appeared in. the Panamanian press since S on. 
the subject of' the imprisonment Mf Associated. Press Corr ent 
William.OATIS behind the Iron. Curtain. Little attention. was given 
to -the Oatis case by local newspapers priorto that'date. 

P. NO. • 

a- l 

D0 N0T TYPE IN.THIS SPACE 

249.1111 Oatis 
William X./ 0-115 

0 tober 11 
.DATE 

CT 1 
DEPARTWPAT OFP 

BUREAU OF 
TER.AMERICAN AFFAIRS 

At t last month 
to inspir a movemenI 

30)01 on the p o • :AV: • 1F: s o man es • elm. e• cation ' '

to the. First Freedom of the Atlantic Charter-, namely, the freedom of F. 
speech and expression, through a statement of solidarity with Mr. Oatis. o 
The first approach was to invite Crede CALHOUN and.Jules DUBOIS, local 
American representatives respectfUlly of the New York Times and the 
Chicago Herald Tribune, to aainformal luncheon-at the Embassy residence 
along with Counselor:Murray M. WISE and Public Affairs OfficerWilLAREY: 
When the opportunity presented itself during the luncheon conversation, 
the desirability of such action by the Panamanian journalists was 
nentioned. Mr. Dubois'readily volunteered an assertion that an "Oati-/-
Campaign" would begin in the local.press Immediately and, further, that 
a resolution condenning the Oatis imprisonment and the Communist assau 
on freedom of expression would.be introduced.by a. Latin Amer4.can 
journalist, possibly a Utuguayian, at the October meeting of the Inter-
American Press.Association.in Montevideo. 
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' On SepteMber 17, ameditorial was published in. the afternoon 
tabloid El Pais strongly- criticizing the actionof the totalitarian ,
Chechoslovakian government in arrestingMr. Oatis,..,,and doing so "against 
the-1111 of the majority of the-Czech people:who are essentially. 
democratic." E1 Pais pointed. to the- need-fOr the world's free press 
to guard against the Communiat asphyxiation of'freedom of expression 
and of thought spreRding to other- countries, even to thoae under 
dictators in this hemisphere. The editorial then,appealed to the active 
forces of Panama.and especially to the Panamanian journalists td form 
a single front with the objectiveof contributing toward.obtaintng the 
freedom. of Mr. Oatis. 
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o DC/R. Mee with an endorsement of action taken. 

=',11;;; I:!477, 

7 

FROM 

TO 

REF 

SECRET 
myrpeetrion) 

RYICE DESPATCH 

: AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

THE DEPARTMENT' OF STATE. W4SHINGTON. 

: NONE 

SUBJECT: RESULTS OF EMBASSY's "ACTION OATIS" 

272 

a- I 

I 249.1111 Oatis 
DO NOT TYPE IN THIS SPACE 

William X. / 0-115 

There are enclosed. four clippings of edi 
have appeared in the Panamanian press since S 
the subject of the imprisonment of Associated. Press Corr 
William OATIS behind the Iron. Curtain. Little attention. was 
to .the Oatis case by local newspapers prior to that date. 

- 

P. NO. 
October_11 

-DATE 

111t. ma 

DEPARTeNT OFF 

BUREAU OF 

TER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 

OCT 1 
ir 

-.0" 

ents wh 

17' 

on 
ent 

given 

CT1 

At t last month 
to inspir = a movemenI41"/ 
on the p eir cation 'IN 
to the. First Freedom of the Atlantic Charter, namely, the freedom of 
Speech and expression, through a statement of solidarity with Mr. Oatis. 
The first approach was to invite Crede CALHOUN and. Jules DUBOIS, local 
American representatives respectfully of the New York Times and the 
Chicago Herald Tribune, to an. informal luncheon-at the Embassy residence 
along with Counselor Murray M. WISE and Public: Affairs Officer Will. ABEL 
When the opportunity presented itself during the luncheon conversation, 
the desirability of such action by the Panamanian journalists was 
mentioned. Mr. Dubois 'readily volunteered an assertion that an "Oata.'-/- 
Campaign" would begin in the local. press immediately and, further, that 
a resolution cohderming the Oatis Imprisonment and the Communist assa' 
on freedom of expression would. be introduced. by a Latin American 
journalist, possibly a Uruguayian., at the October meeting of the Inter- 
American Press -Association.. in Montevideo. 

For Dept. 
Use Only 

R OCT 
18 

D 

A 

C INFO 
r DCR 

MIR 
o OLT* 

(51 SA/M 

o 
270T1 

' On September 17, an. editorial was published is the afternoon 
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the rill of the majority of the-Czech.peoplewto are essentially. 
democratic." Fa Pais pointed to the- need.for the world's free press 
to guard against the communiat asphyxiation of'freediam of expression 
and of thought spreeiing to other-countries, even to those under 
dictators in this hemisphere. The editorial then, appealed to the active 
forces of Panama. and especially. to the Panamanian journalists to form 
a single front with the objective of contributing toward.obtaintng the 
freedom. of Mr. Oatis. 
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of 

given news column stories concerning the Oatis case, particularly the 
2/ reports on a special National Newspaper Week meeting of the local Benevolent 
- and Protective Order of Elks at which time a resolution was passed giving 

support to President TRUMAN in taking the strongest measures to Obtain. • 
the release of Mr-. Oatis. 

The English language morning daily, Star and. Herald., reprinted on. 
• y September 19 the El. Pais editorial and stated that* the- newspaper joined. 

EL Pais in its. b.ppearAgain on. October 5,. the Star and. Herald took. ad.vantage 
- of President Truman's action, to suspend. trade. with Czechosldvakia by 

2/ publishing-a. second...editorial which. conclud.ed. that "it is to be hoped that 
President Trumants action will bring liberty not only for William 17 Oatis 
but for all those behind the Iron. Curtain who crave for liberty so intensely 
that they will risk their lives• to attain. it."' . • . 

On. October- 11-, the• afternoon. daily Ert, Panama America. added its name to• 
those protesting the injustice ta freedom of „the press and...to "the newspaperman. 
Oatis, another vic.tim of Corrannist persecution.." _ 

1: - 
, 'Enclosures: it; 1 ':' i

1/I.Clipping, editorial. EL Pais ,., 9/17/51
v ; 2.. * clipping, El Pais 3727.5-1 ' . ' 
Vi3:, clipping,. The Star and. Herald, 10/2/51 
VA: clipping, -7. r.--17---77.----Tr— 9/19/52, ' 
if 5. - clipping,. " " " . .. " 10/5/51 
,16. clipping, EL Panama'. America4 10/4/51 i 
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William G.. Are Jr. 
Public Affairs Officer 
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given news column stories concerning the Oatis case, particularly the 

/ reports ...on a special National Newspaper Week meeting of the local Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks at which time a. resolution was passed. giving 
support to President TRUMAN in taking the strongest measures to obtain. 
the release. of Mr.. Oatis. 

The English. Language morning daily, Star- and. Herald, reprinted. on 
11/ September 19 the El. Pais editorial and stated that the- newspaper joined. 

El Pais in its. imppea1=Again on. October 5,. the Star and Herald took. advantage: 
oP President Truman's action. to suspend. trade. with CzechoslciVakia by 

2/ publishing.a. second_ editorial which. concluded that "it is to be hoped that 
President Truman's action will_ bring liberty not only for William N.. Oatis 
but for all those behind the Ton Curtain who crave for liberty so intensely 
that they wili Fisk their lives to attain. it."' . ' 

§/ On..- October- 14-, the afternoon. cam.ily EL Panama America. added its name to 
those protesting the injustice to- freedom of -the press and_ to. "the newspaperman 
Oatis, another victim of Communist persecution..." 

For the Ambassador, 

Ca)(47.) 

William G. Are , Jr. 
Public. Affairs Officer 
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at 
- Trawanitteti. -herewl.lii:li'szembrandtbit'setting. forth:the-views-I; rti- 

aa.. 
as 

Of this Unit- regirdingTgatteCTORNOTA4useccant-of-her,V 
role as an",uomi.11itr agent'or'thoi--Clitabblialotak.-seCurity"-ptilies is - 

tlis cOaiitructioc:.br-it:falite: iiiipions0'aaturagatiast-Williest:OLTIEf;-%...N f-2 

-TOrriovai a.'esilthoslavart eatist-ASsodiated. 7routs attics,; 
. antereci-Weatern" Gtinia4y, 1/177.:'13sosibber-1951.-Ifith:. the aid. 'Of IA Vila= CO E 

diplomat 'irLIbiutafr="f`ahhte-Lrtb_eeli.--IluestrOaaid.-With Nstzerd-to the4A-Iiikl tcrt 

-antis elem.- ec 

0E 
_ - 

- Toritovara thiVinaditier-in'WhiChT the 'Cleetio4';': 
Ilevtli-loIite carps-116d 'OntiStromployees to--tOt-ts controlled. tgonts .11) 

who-rogularly sapplikr *WC Ifit'irttOttirir* ifigerding. the day' tCr "*. 

operatione-cr thir-ASsoinated7Treis In'Prfigue,-; " Ottig-dt course was 
aware of tbia hied.'-nitithinr.to fronvii-Olide sur- 
veiLlaace;:' These-letalleFwerS:ILtistortird,-tild:.niisropritsented.":bse the 
Csochoslovalt-Gover.nment: air -proof of--olpions0; -leorisova.*s- deserip- 

iaaladed in her isport- far :tom Mist-Odra 'agency of 
agents with.'whOm. shit-Was- cOattat are valuable siatia-these:401AS 
appear to bo:th.-individuaLefirithlit7 the Secret. polies -apparatus- Itiri-;: 
marilr responsible for the construction. of the fraadulanh case against. 

r e 

U4ratifies aceoactrwol.Wr inuitYtilitiak-interest-tho press;" bat,. if , 
publicized pitor -lav-Otlast--J-iltlease,,-_.:Ibie,hheialarease ClethoslOrakiats; -'1,.,___ 

roluotaace to fros'him;; stalifir:24uen-liatiinf.eould bge-interpristod-ts.-4 "Vb_, 

' belated admisaion. Of his inadieves-after ais; eye-4fitneus -had:* escaped ..7-; 

- ' vdth the - a foci ,series: as much. to -- . M. 
confirm the. factailEViiiittibtrOAtibeigseshoill' lace againstiOttis. 
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facts. As has almady been:demonstrated"; the communist deceit- in-' - •-• 
the Oatin • dews viaS.• based "upon "inisieepreSenting--the fttota-Of A-SSociated. 
Press ziewsgathering. a8 'sinister _espio-nage; -rather than. the manu.-- • 
factoring ot a false. ease- out of whole e.loth. • 
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facte. As has already been.-denicinstrated-; the abromun_ist 
the Ceti° case Was.' based -upon -taisrepresehting-the fttots--Of Associated. 
Press newsgathering as "sinister espionage; -rather than the manu-- factoring of a false ease- out oP whole cloth. 

Enalosuree::_ 
jIlemorivarluzi aa' stated. 
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MORAN= REGARDING- BEA.TA. TORNOVAIS AC0013172 
•OF ROLI OLTIS CASE. 

Biovabhic Data 

Imava istlfwitsiternff and intilligent -looking-,- tall; dark-haiVed 
an& apaat 22, roars am; -.She 'irpeaki- fliziint. English which. she learned. 
aa;ft.' :etude"' schoolgirl. during World:Vas-1= "Llanwrtyd Wells, -7
Wales, 17nitedliing-dOni.;;: .kt-prelient- sts- lirpregriant, preisuittbly--br 
.Aissad7UDEL;"- an,-- IraniatV4iplobat'fir-Pragaii. --ssidtt is" inArried-
-isPortsdirin- tbe Onattas- of' diyoreing his- Iranian. wife-, mho haw 
. bee% reaidiacla -  • - • • 

• 

• TOrnovsf 'lived: at Ibiamarevat. '14-.Trague- the' litrad0anrarea 
• .. 

neer-  tlitic-ftdmiii," apitittneiitc of- V1a54104-TP-
?Alga-  mar ar atisitItidait•ir-43;13007 • (fanniet - Inon.th;-13111— • 

acOnSidarabIy- -taglar:•.tha.0.-,:tha.'"giaterr "Or an: experlancort-Gzielioalovalc 
-tOTtruf-itsigeirof 'twit CleahtsiatAttic.iihoeic 

viarketaWe• --Tornatia:steliks- that7tba,,ajpent-hier•- aalarranerhar -"saiittzii-
inkiistly- on. slotheai.::.whichshit ..b;ought:ont'of Czeehoslovals4a• with. ••• 

• - • """ 

Toinov4i4'a Collaborition irtith.FoIics • 
- - 

' 

ornova•-.Oi * pos er e atiettlic)srovait 
' see =LW 'paid* "istridic:---abii- state Al; lloweVAie;':!that 

did 7not-ICLow that • -Oatia was, to- bia arrested, and teied beltegs his 
iirrjairt :on; Atril, 25, • 

. 
1••••••••. ,  ••• 

•••77 ., t  'Wilt VI. Crtide-thik inftiZiatibn. stt 
AseoCistii,d Pivistroffiterlthictrukiht bit7.-Alleit'in -ttoteviatine-Octiw 

ask-hie' tavta-L-Caoshealnysit =oar ont " ot thaw attoiotad. • 
.1• denr;;;-Zar- imaglai-,7 that- Ouvtis aatale- TO Sdirtalt.-  to go-- to Kall:effir 
Ter, "tor-tha:Grandrliotar Popy:and-tniat Vlathar-SOvist 3tenvigu. 

- 14.thilrterTy iditz11161, -lam - pollaa, mad. prodgot • 
Tornovata...#4..".rob,ration of -tha asalgua,en.t., . ' • • 

- 
1-14-isratta":to: TOIttellii-  ivaa- rnaobrtrnato- tor 'Clatitr thitt-1Wperf:

Orseboalavalc." atterzebibers to2:ertertanythiiir-rzifinfit •o.m. 
tbir -premitwa:. tam Amu:fasted:: Treat ;7 Saar or•thesteviiitoric - . 
partiaular'tbIFIZMSICr /Mit asaociated with u - derground 

- . activity s...gain.sr.ths.scemps...ist-:.regiAci •• • 

Reservations .  Tides -of iornova 
. • 

• Busk taats as Tornova. included in. her account of • her ralo aa a . 

. controlled. 
— -•-

17"Itt ffe.-il 

'•' f) 

--- Enclosure to HICOG 
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IdELEORANDUld REGARDING BEA.TA. TORNOVA IS ACCOUNT 

Biographic Data 
,,- 

-Tor nova istlfWititernff and inteIligent-looking,. tall; dark-haired 
an apout 22 years au ;. -.She 'speaks.- fluent. English whitsh. she Learned: 
as.'a.-4.efugew' schoolgirl during Worldr-Was--Ir.- at 'Lltuiwrtyk Wells, - 
Waigar ad ;:* . At present - sail- in': pre gdant preisukably- by 
,Aastil7a&DR17-an:I.valtiaajdiplothat'in7PragUit. --Std-rt LS' tarried- tilt 
4eportedly-1a. the Iirocese of diyoreing his: Iranian. wife, who ham- 
been residing: 1a aria 

TOrnoific 'Iliad: at Zennerova. 1.-;`.'Prague- Tir;-- in the- -11radaany--area: 
near- thii-finimer" apirattentC -Attijoitted7- 
Pimiluraalikkr was--a pprOzlinttelr-tY300:-CrOWnif - 

ix-e-cakidarah.tr -tigher- tharc the'" ourr-cir an experienced.- Czaelioslovak 
Whitoollar ̀vie ker mr t "aqua --t0:-thii-Weglit- -of 'Many- 0-le ch-Onloltia 'Shack 
viarkersWe. Tornatie.:states- that --tbs,,npant-Ier- salary-- and-. hier-"sairinzii- 
indistly- on clothesi:::whicik she hit . 13;914:Ott aut of CzechosloTaidor with 

Toittovats-CoLlaboration. with Paliae 

-- LT25*r 
t004tAidgigW5/41%....4......:::.,..-.: r" 

0=Clire:-.411 * I zap IlOa un er . e - uzecndsrovait '("',.6 
' ' sec uritriAtlidei without - breaking litridii-.:---atier states; liowevOr-,--that 

'she :did ̀ riot -know that .i.latia was. to be arrested, and tried before his. 
arrest on. April, 23, 19.510--. ...' ' '- - : ' ' 

1 .......... .... -. 
s. It -roam luge.. =union.- to prcrvide-the XiaLtilfe-wilWinftirnation thostt 

_ the AssociKted Preselatrite."-Whieb:.--eiCald biE.-Atsed-.'in-ctonfrciating--Cet-is 
If-. of thew tttenrptet 

denr;;:-Z0r- exemple,.7that--0alas .11410V1-703dialicto -80- 101.11:0117 
- Ter, -til--the,-.Grandr110'ter Wry Whother-Striet laic reign 
Ministerrnadiinalti.-isS-vititing-trare-ctitib isott.1(1. produce 
Tornotatar.#4.70,ration of -the assignor, ant-. ' 

Tor a; it was-ttebrttnate- -far 'Oaths:that-he-per,: 
mii~tsd his 0sechosInetalc.-staft-metaberS to'int- ert tin-th-eir-fyiind- e -o- n 
the premises: c2 

- 

thee; Associated : BOmof- thesegrisitors; in. ;PArtioular'tbeMftere;-Wer associated with. 17 -derground 
aetirit7 !8!111!..tals .4Fml!19144(treglaifi 
Reservations ons.. Tide's -of Tornoya 

, . 
Such facts as Tornova included in her account of herrolo as a 

controlled. 

t 
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contraled tir -the: -016-dhOttlaValCatiourity. "polibie"- 24:Jana- authentic . 
it vial: be -aean treat-  liar - own.' story thati-Tornovat a- adIustment-  the 
)3'6*er-dr the-026chiatIOVali- at entity p0liot"eaii ber seribed- as' 'at 
beat billeCar "aupine adadittOdati.0117.; "Ittivitivr of-'-the eitUation -in""" --

Vekia; (may' • either " tb elettee" 0r- to eitond:dien- her- tOtions.. 
12hia 0tiaterVer-believii-a;. hOWeVer; -that -her- Candutit ettiparee tinteiv0r--; - 
abirwitt.'that: -Ortither'"026-thoslovalc euvloyees- of American. organize- - 
time under RI mi 'Dir. present& - • " 

- . . 

Thres'other- empioyeer-br -Oati-sr -office;"SITOBODito."WOZDIDTEr axe—
XCENZ-; arse"dulte4T.tra.'.&-itteater--ot - leater -degree ,.- AO- agents - 

' thia-0zsehoslevart.--politts: -prior -to -thitiz'arreat and-izipriaonment'; 
A:Storting Us." Tornova.-; - they- are -110W- impritionett 'at Harr," near- -Pilsen;--
Withentrdb-dlit:ther-did tiatisfaCtbry- tifi the• • 
0zeeiitatiorek.-- Mee 'three AP-eMployees whO -were-hat" erre sae& 
irliandoir ihreittditiOn- titi.-55tiliaviWVdelalf--PP3=,""e 7men 
pqrally- 'unbalanzecl-wealaing-,7 and .therniglitweitebtagi. 'and"

tallt 

Xrantivek:BURIAN,. 'who appears to. have- ha& Little or' nothing to do 
4,4th the ease ,... • - ». 

- • 

—After- the- erreetr-or Corttio-71111-t -pitior--td- tLi-Crieehop/Otielc: . 
'00VerittinetWir-iidautioioic Or-thW'arreat; the repartilig Ortio-or Arteit-Od 
the- 'Ahead lilted- Tree it. tiffiiiif 'iit -PreCgUt "And- a-aiked." the' only- pars-an- left 
there ;"Iliairrtlinotra"" 'Whither' "Iine- hair any- tate 0f Kr; tra.tis-
abo ; -MO . *Lit bait:and- bIata - in hjz -dozhlaT bf "any' knovilieidge;- -so 
much a o - that • the refiatting cauld7 "cipay' 'eft trib tits "s Lioh self ' 
pOaaesigion.TVI. "an. editac t "Ith-eidedgii-- bn."114r-  part itt"tO lfic ; 0atia t-  fat 6-, 

Canticlorable'eciteidendistrl-hir -0tti Addi=invtirveMent"in thia fates 
-Thoysorreotnesi of this assumption,. has since been. proved.. . 

.76* Tiffitaava .wel=ndt"indIuded- ainong" -thir - 
111:Ctima DV the: '0e.t.i1C-44,501-- I:wean:as-the pOlice7 mire con—, 
:v„Viold." thati 1.iii.-;.abolierati0n.-- Yrith"thein-, Ives-  frank: • end trapzete-.7-- ' 
Viviv -4f tab.".ttujit- lib:* as-O. tieh0drgiti -rata. 
gee 'in 7 arrtatrRatalir Anc1.714x, nastier jt have 
bieed.--airridtat - fOr-14i6.-grAohell-dvak.--rigime. td -cast "TOrnove-
7weetern:.-otiant4Olitelrantiz;statt- elementtr "130OpeleatirlicIfith: Okti 
'13t-itair:onaguir had: they- The -Caw- 'at" =oil -in.-the-. 7  
ease- d6-na'grAtt g&-afgareni; "IC rottig-Cze otogrOxt it& girl - Sinpl0yed ' the 
13B333- OgOice of' kle- Az/mit:am Embassy in Prague, under press attache 
,4beeph. KOIARFXO  • • . • 

•titrionir-Cidialideldlrek g0VeriatentTanthiikEties. . 
enoouraged'arornovtt tts work:Viore she- ooul.troontinue bit' woiruL 
tO ttie regimt.:" reicord.inethat-ltichard"STANSIM brother-
Of' RUd'int Sian-6W • and then" head' -or lb* " press' section...» or -the littnistry . 
of. Foreign.Affairs-v mt. omil Tarnow' to hia office+ two. weeks Atter 

_ _ 

Sseuri Information 

1 

the Ostia 

GrcEuDNNTra, age 2, EncIakaire to =dm 
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C contraled egetit- 'Of "the: '01ifethbilletalt-tdo utity oIioe 20 Una- autheri tic . it vial; be -swag - 11T o. story tbat Torho vet s- adIustment- to the 
Pativ-iir--O-f the Z8IO eCtitr pOlict **Gall berde seribed-as: at 
best: tut,- or 'Ettipine adabitheidetitlf.; Inivr Qr.-the si'tbstion in 
altieho'slOVakia; (mkt' 'either " tb "eXateo" Ot" to eitrinditin hfir" tOtions.. 

bite; 110-Weif Cr; " MUM' "her Cbdiduelt eanpared thirevOr.; 
ably -with.' theit: lif-tither" 02eithoslovalc employees of _American organize- 
time tinder inti1az present& .- " - 

Three other- employees- b f-Oatistr- office; -37-0B033111, =miler an& 
MOM; aLets- 'edtted;:- tra.11,- freeeter" 'or" lesser -degree, as eblitr011ed-eigents - 

' of" this":"Oza Choslialek paid to-their 'erre-St efid-imprisonment; 
AA-Sorting tO --Tornove-i7 they- are0W-Imprie ob:ekt 'at Br'ilse hear- 
Wit hclittratinht-: their-did Setisfecittiry- to the 
WeelibelOVer pandit., -The 'three. .AP deploys es who -were-het- arrested- 

mqrally- unbaleacesi loteeklizig;- tad ,therniglitweitabblan: 'atid-Meebanie" - 
WeLativek:BUICAN, who appears to have had little or nothing to do 
ivith the. ease t 

-After the-errett7 -or Oatis" blit-prior-td- CIA chop/Miele 
*Go-Vertua" eitr krifidmr-Seioii7 -eV tht-e.rrebt; the rep Ortilig off lair -visited - 
vas- 'Aissod lilted; 'Prete .41-ffiiii.""iii; "Freight -11.2.d-aSketi." the only-pert-on- left 
there ;- Mist"' r tlittoVe- "Whither -elle --harlinr-iefeei Of Kr; -Mt it siiheret-.; 
aboxt ; "MO . *Le beini-tind" bIehd " in hr iI bf "any' knovad dg e-; -so 
mu-oh to that " the reti orting ' Ould 7 'dray' ' trib U.t uo.b. scif ' 

pO sue a erect -.1rhOfftledge--bn."11.4r- pert" tui to- Me; Oatis - ' 

ecintidortible " entfideiides DI "her IA& Atill=invOlVeMent"Lit this fate. 
-Thotyvarreatiasse of this assumption,. has since. beau. proved.. 

/. .76* itlieltecrthelt-leatir Tiffitativre. .wet ingIuded-abiong- the 
DV the: 'petit- 'ease: becau.84,"t2is (32,tchtialovelt" pOltbor mire a 

4r1: ict that ler-:.ceoperatiOn: With- thdarives-- frank: and COMpIete".7"" " 

vitt. 'or thifx"'tidit-141-* es-EL ildhoorgirI "refu- 
' 7 Great- Rritelir And:14r flAiener-iii'linglish;" it WOUld- Wit have 

been -11iffiddit- fOr -the; to 'ecit-t "-TOrnove" -41,- - 
7weiterfi,"atiallielatiliteh.-suitiz;stats-- elementtr otrpere:ting7 Cis 
'itnisV,onegUi= had they So 'divartid..:.- The rliett -dome' 'as- -much ths . 
ease negirst g&-afiareni; -e-yot1flTg`0Zeollosr.OVide girr"ImprOyed the 
13B13- OgOice of ' Ikaricaul. Embassy in Prague under press attache 
,47oseph. lr.O.LAPFX0 _ - . ' 

" ;Atter taw orkti. teAL CtilabtisslaValt gOVerithent:' tuthOtitie 
incouraged-Tbriuns.- t. See& ',fork 'Whore she- caul& 'Obntistue wseful, 

' 12Lee"regizn.t.:- reirord.ine that- Riabard" STANSKri brother- 
-Or RUdOle 'Sian-611r and 'MCA- head' -0f* the - pre as section.: of-the "Ministry . 

of Foreign _Affairsv mtm,,, cued To=ova to his. office, twc. weeks .atter 

Security Info =cation 
L 

the Ostia 
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the- OttiS' trial - -and' 'diseaSsed -thil- case With:her; ' 'did-ended ' 
seihosloyak. b(omaunist" -justi0e- and -its -  judicial.- probedures-; -- 'Re 

gave- Mr:lova-hie aSSUrande that' no" pressarerhs-d - been: toed" , 
on Gatia: that ' Slankartile3elf-has- n:OW -b-ifen7subz--

- jested-to': the- same. judicial machinery' and. that he,' is being treated as 
nfairly“ as Ostia...-. . • • _ 

- • , 
esti:at:tad: AsSed..-SiLdrt for 'Many InOtitha, ' 

the arrest - of' Oatisr. 'asao'diatiOn Weir Well' =Oa 'tcrthellolilie-: 
it• mar reas-onably: -be assumett-that--the- CSomilidslOVelt potalice' were" 'aware 
that- if 'Torn:oxte; Were 'n4rrotherwiast pref.:tilted,' from.- leciting,- 'Sa'dry — 
would:'•baket -her ̀out.7.- et; the' Country ;•-• TOrno-VS:-.atates;thatz.:ah-e-iievseit: = • • 
wOnders-'why'the-.13ziehasloValc %-dok:33:473- to4--jpeverit -- this.
O.VantUality; - TheTatlapieibe. reMa.ih"firin.--thiciiiiiid,- Of- the' reDorttag 
oginciek' that -e.seureitoests,mat'hate; beat-  Toraova'ia wiliegal 

, departUren"'WetirUhaVe..110-.$61tiette-bbnaetioandelt. tbri 'Beaty ' 
'Tgilliertzt? a: brOtherk-IIV Oteehrkilbytkia;: ",'Isostelbly"" retUrt: :flor` her 
;prefiattur-doolieirttion:, Wexpecttatior Of Stead- future Service, ' 
whether in Weateps-Igurope viLth. II:41-trik;-. . • • • • 
' 7: :11,bittoi4--Ite. defeated" here- eir—"to- -seribligratUdy- b-f - the 'Persian' • 

botte 00104 Vid- written.7.- It' "believed- that- she- : SipectS • 
'I let to tra4. at soma future date,: Vrobably after the birth. of • 

hild. .• . • • 
. . 

'-• The(' cireumstances- of lags -/Zottova 3 - tio'corttixe' from, Czaohoglovakia 
nitkit stettain;:utv:tiiii . .0 techiialtivak tuthoities - -wilr gge Sacirrf s 
rolo-in it •Tif" taw -wiire--rot --titare- Off' the-iiiipartUrf-befort -t -Oolt_.-7 
vlaes: ia nett..-44--ettAd- that,- iiiitleatintneas between Sadry and the - 
Ozachoslovair.Geyernment, will, re eat,. however. 

7'441,77.--Reservations- 'also eziaVregarding'"Tornovii re" "statement-that her. . 
.contadts•Vith.- the 'IlvielloalartairpOlitit- boeurred-in:Idarch-195l.'' " 

Shilitd teen amployikt,in.-the'llIP-Orribt"aihoe:-1949-or-ettir 29150 
befell* Mirth 1951 --ehe (Oak W . ilbSerred-in'llia lotiLigai-or.'in: the 'bar 
of- the. licitiirkterest.- ''It -'12r -tottbteirthat- young-eziechoalovalr-Womeir  • 
whO- availed '..themaslyeSi: Of'..thear -comfOrtablerfacilittea during 1V50-  • 
wer,e Innocent • of fant-oontetot 'wit& thilliecUrity —mt .= :Oatis 

list free sad.- able tO.' iixpr-  less-hitt- opinibli• ItTia receennendeirthat" .---
Terabve. be" dealt- withZitauticusly . by the. United States Government and 

• Ir. the Associated Preis. . 
. 
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the' Ostia' trial- -and' 'disdasSett-the- ce.sa with her.," 'He 46rended 
0 seehosloyak. cOmmunist- -,IUSti ees-aad-itir lixacinl.' procedure 
gave-12-ornova-hia perabhal. aStUratide that' no.- pressure: '.had- been: Used" , 

On: is -probable:: tha-t -11.1j13elf- ban" "Ad* 116-011-.:"subz- 
- jected.-tcc the- Game judicial. machinery' and. that he being treated as 
nfairly as. Oatiat...-:. 

-; - _ 

T0 glaCCiated: vita-Azad:Ct.- Wry- for 'Inany"MOnthe. prior - 
. - 

the arrest" or oatigr.: -This lisizo-diatiba Weir wet U knoint 
It may- reasonably-be assumett-thst--thir-OtechbaldValt 01106'v/ere' 'aware 
that- if- Torntaa' were ' n4rrotherwise prevented; from.- leeVing,-- 'Sadry - 
we tilt-take -her 'cut- of the country TeolnOVe:- States:that; she 
vgindeloa-%Vb.rtha-;OziiinhcaleVsk-polibet t-dok,-)34- "steps; to4--PreVetrit-this 
OVentuality; rennalia-in-thetinivd:- of the.' reporting 
cgficier thart-atiturentiet.--mat-beirC, beeit-gilikiTtlie.V'TOrnbtat willegal' 
departaren-- WatildE:haVe .114-:$61:16tit -Obbsettielibeit. Vac'. Sadry 
.Tcilliarite a: bretheri-An: CteehCitab.yekla; retUrti 'tar:` her 
prerriattur- doopeirtt in.,-'expecttetion.7. of sane.` future service, 
wnetbar in Westegn,Iyarope :42, ' 

' : 77citittotrilpite- delrOteit- herseir-to- a -seribligratUdy--o-f- the 'peivsiad- 
z.thigtitse-- batik avako. ,alicrwritt011.7 is -believed- that -She 6.,tpectS 
to' Ilk to Iran. at some future date,: Vrobably after the birth of 

hill. . 

The- circumstances- of lass -/Zornova 1 3 tic-ear-tura' from Czachoalovakia 
take it certain;:that'Ithe aCe Sadryf a 
roIs in it if- they -were--tiot- -titarb- Of the -depart-are- be fort -it- -t-Oolt_77 
lace. It is nOtt.:64-ettAd-thar iinaekiiiiitnatia between Sadly and the 

0*echoslovak:.Gollitnnogt, will re atilt,. however. ' ' 

'Reservations-also exist-regarding -Tornovarir -statoment-that her 
.contact-With.-thr-OzeinhosIotairpoircor occurred-113:11erah;1951."- 

She 'tad teen iliaplorfit., in- the Offiet- or .4itti,7-1050 Icing 
befOrt Martin 1951 fatal- bar db-Serred- in- the lounge-or: in: the *bar 
of- Vies bted- that-young - Czechoslovak- Women. 
who 'availed %themselves:: of-Ttheme.-comftirtablerfaailitieS during 3250- 
wer,e 'innocent of any -conteet 'wit& tbit-StoUrity -UhtirOatia 
1st fres sad' abIe to.' express-hilt- opinibliv it -Is readinmended--thit" - 
Tornove. be- dealt- with-Cautiously . by the United. States. Government and 
117- 'the Associated Press. 

Ritthard G. Tohnson 
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