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The Secretary: This is about the right ratio of Americans to

Brazilians. It takes three North Americans to
handle a Brazilian.

Araujo Castro: I'm overwhelmed, Mr. Secretary. Thank you very
much for receiving me. Silveira insisted that
I see you. He wanted me to present you a letter
in which he makes a brief report on his trip to
Portugal. He told you he would write you aboutit.

The Secretary: Thank you. Is there a translationP

Araujo Castro: Yes sir, there is. I did it myself. I hopeit's adequate.

(The Secretary reads the letter. )

The Secretary: Did our policy planners redo your government
while they were down thereg They' re usually
very good at that.

Araujo Castro: Yes. Silveira told me the talks went very well.
There was a good exchange of views. He wants
you to know about his views concerning Portugal.
As you can see, he is reasonably optimistic.
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The Secretary: Why did your recognition of Guinea-Bissau
have a traumatic impact on relations with
Portugal?

Araujo Castro: I think that is an overstatement by Silveira.
We recognized Guinea-Bissau before advising
Portuguese government that we would, and so
it had an impact. Maybe to call it traumatic
was over-dramatic.

The Secretary: (Reading the letter) This is very interesting,
very interesting. Thank you very much.

Araujo Castro: Silveira also wanted me to talk to you about
the Cuba thing. Twice now, Argentina has
approached us to discuss it and twice we have
said that it was premature.

The Secretary: What is Silveira's position? He doesn't want
Cuba invited. Is that correct?

Araujo Castro: He didn't say. He didn't tell me his final
position. He said it's premature to talk to
the Argentines about it. I don't think he' s
taken a final position yet. Of course the
Quito meeting must be taken into consideration
now.

But, Mr. Secretary, there has been much specula-
tion in the press and diplomatic circles that
there's a change in US policy. The statement
by Linowitz. ..

The Secretary: Look. You can count on this. We will move in
coordination with Brazil on this issue. There
will be no sudden American move. No surprises.
It is one thing to reopen relations with Peking
and quite another, to reopen relations with
Havana. Cuba is a little island off our shore
that can do nothing for us. There is not going
to be a dramatic reopening like with Peking.
The worst thing would be to give them the
impression of overeagerness. I believe we
came out of the {}uito meeting quite well. Wow
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Now Cuba is going to have to negotiate with
us. We' ll keep in closest touch with you.

What I told Sol Linowitz was that the subject
of Cuba would come up at Buenos Aires meeting.
That is an obvious fact. It will come up
before the Buenos Aires meeting too. We have
not changed our attitude.

The Secretary: (To Assistant Secretary Rogers) Are you making
this clear to the other Latin Americans?

Rogers: We have told Vignes our views but haven't told
the others what we have told him. However, we
have told others that Linowitz is not speaking
for us.

Araujo Castro: But the Department has said nothing about the
Linowitz statement.

Rogers: Well, not publicly, but we have spoken to the
Ambassadors privately.

Araujo Castro: I know that in the UN you are preoccupied with
the tyranny of the majority. And you said. ..

The Secretar;: What did I say'? I said I foresee some evolut- on.
You tell Silveira there is nothing new. I
believe we should consider how to handle the
Buenos Aires meeting.

Araujo Castro: The main question is that of an invitation to
Cuba; what you and we will say to Argentina
on the subject.

Rogers:

Araujo Castro:

Yes.

Yes, but the US Charge told Silveira that you
thought there'd been no evolution. But when
I spoke with Rogers he said. ..

Rogers: I said I spoke with Vignes at Lima, tc ld him
we had reservations about Cuban participation
in the Buenos Aires meeting.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Araujo Castro: Do you think Argentina will want a meeting
without Cuban participation'? Wouldn't it.
be a loss of face for them?

The Secretary: That's their problem. I won't object if they
want to cancel the meeting. If there's a con-
sensus to cancel the meeting.

Araujo Castro: Silveira's worries came about principally from
the press play concerning the Linowitz statement.

The Secretary: (To Assistant Secretary Rogers) We should have
put out a statement.

Rogers: I told the Ambassadors.

The Secretary: But that doesn't help the press. Can we do
something about it now?

Rogers:

The Secretary:

Sure.

Tomorrow. No, not tomorrow, it's Christmas.
Thursday -- can we get a newsman to ask the
question on Thursday and have an answer that
there's been no change in our policy?

Rogers:

Araujo Castro:

Yes sir.
The problem was that the press'gave big play
to the Linowltz statement and Linowitz is
connected with the report of the OS commission.
And there is speculation that he was going to
speak about the meeting he had with you.

The Secretary: Linowitz had no basis for making that statement.
I like Linowitz, but I wouldn't choose any
private citizen to speak for me. I'm not as
clever as you think, but I'm not that stupid.
You know. You' ve studied my methods. We want
to deal with the Cuban situation with great
deliberation. I' ve had many invitations to
meet with Castro. What would I gain from that?
Nothing. The only ones who think I would are
just some romantic idiots in this country.
And in the Latin American bureau. ..

CONFIDENTIAL

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2006-01366 Doc No. C17827809 Date: 08/17/2012



UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case "'" -"""~-""~~~ """'" C17827809 Date: 08/17/2012
UNCLASSIFIED

Rogers:

CONFIDENTIAL

wP- M ~

Not in the new Latin American bureau.

The Secretary: I would have been quite content if those
fellows in Latin America knew how to count.

Araujo Castro: Accuracy is not a Latin trait.
The Secretary: If they had gotten fourteen votes in favor of

the resolution, it would have been okay with us.

Araujo Castro: It was a comedy of errors.

The Secretary: Did we make any?

Araujo Castro: No, it was a comedy of errors in general.

The Secretary: We had counted on the resolution passing.

Araujo Castro: You counted on removing the red light which the
United States had put on this issue and that
after you did, the Latins would run to approve
the resolution.

The Secretary: That's right. We wanted the resolution to pass
but did not want to participate in the effort
to get it passed. If they had delayed until
January, we might have been able to be more
forthcoming. I mean we could have put up an
amber light, or something.

Araujo Castro:

The Secretary:

Cuba will be discussed at Buenos Aires.

Why wouldn't the best procedure be that Cuba
not be invited to the meeting but that we take
a decision at Buenos Aires that we all can
live with. We could make a recommendation to
the QAS General Assembly. That meeting is
next spring, isn't it? Where is the meeting?

Rogers:

The Secretary:

It's here.

We will have twenty Latin American foreign
ministers here again? Do I have to put up
with that? Didn't we just have the General
Assembly meeting here?

coHPIDERTIALj tf OIS
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Rogers: In Atlanta. Nobody else wants to host the
OAS General Assembly meeting, Mr. Secretary.

The Secretary: Do we always have it?
Rogers: We' re the seat of the Organization so it is

always here unless invited by some other
count=y to meet there. We are now considering
a proposal that the OAS General Assembly meeting
be incorporated into the meeting of Foreign
Ministers in Buenos Aires.

The Secretary: But I thought that had been rejected.

Rogers: Well, it's being reconsidered again as a rump meeting.

The Secretary: I'm thinking about going to Latin America in
February but I understand that it's Carnival Time.

Araujo Castro: The Carnival is the 10th and the 11th.

The Secretary: How about the 12th or 13th. That would be Lent.
How are your people about Lent?

Araujo Castro: The only days of real Carnival activity will be
the 9th, 10th, and 11th. Watson can tell you.
He was in Bahia. Ash Wednesday would be the
12th and that's a depressing day. It's a day
of mourning. It really wouldn't be too good an
xde t™~ n Ash Wednesday. Th rsd y would
he fine.

The Secretary: Well I' ll aim for same day in mid-February.
That must be the middle of summer. Will it
he hot?

Araujo Castro: Not too bad. It's never bad in Brasilia.
In Rio it's hot, but in Brasilia it's comfortable.

The Secretary: If my wife comes she' ll have to go to Rio if she' s
in Brazil. There's a jewelry store there where
she would like to buy same things. Is it
expensive?

Rogers: It's expensive, hut it's very good.

corrpr DmrrIAL F)(0 / S
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The Secretary: She has expensive tastes.

Rogers: All women of worth have expensive tastes.

Araujo Castro: Silveira told me that you' ll be welcome and,
of course, your wife will be too.

The Secretary: How can a great people like the Brazilians
make an unspontaneous capitol like Brasilia.
It's unlike them. The two cities that I really
like in Brazil are Rio and Salvado=, Bahia.

Araujo Castro: Brasilia is like science-fiction. It's like
the future. I don't like the future.

The Secretary: Do people really like Brasilia now?

Araujo Castro: People become addicted to it. They stay there
and then become addicted to it. Especially the
new generation.

The Secretary: But do they like it?
Araujo Castro: It's like smoking, an addiction. You don't like

it but you' re addicted. It's amazing.

The Secretary: It's fantastic. I was there in 1962 when
Goulart was president. The city wasn't completed
yet. They were still building the cathedral.
I believe I stayed in the Wacional B tel. That
was the only one there.

Araujo Castro: Now there are many other hotels. Two first-rate
ones besides the Nacional. Brasilia is still
rather dull. Too well-planned. It's like an
architect's model.

The Secretary: To have a Latin city with no one in the streets. ..
Araujo Castro= Everything you do in Brasilia must be premeditated.

So it's a very dangerous city.
(The Secretary rises. )

The Secretary: Well Mr. Ambassador ...
cosrmrrrrvxm py p]g
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Araujo Castro:

The Secretary:

I' ll assure Silveira, Mr. Secretary.

You know I'm not as clever as you think I am.

Araujo Castro: You' re living up to it.
The Secretary: Goodbye.

Araujo Castro: Goodbye.
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