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From: Abedin, Huma <AbedinH@state.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2010 9:46 PM

To: H

Subject: ' Fw: (Reuters) Assad says peace chances with Israel up in the air

From: Hsiang, Margaret E

To: NEWS-NEA; NEWS-Mahogany

Cc: SES-O_Shift-III; SES-O_Shift-IIl

Sent: Wed Oct 06 20:19:50 2010

Subject: (Reuters) Assad says peace chances with Israel up in the air

DAMASCUS (Reuters) - Western efforts to renew peace talks between Syria and Israel are focusing on finding common
ground, but nothing has crystallized yet and the chances of success are unknown, Syrian President Bashar al-Assad said.
In his first public assessment of U.S. and French moves to relaunch the talks, Assad told Turkey's TRT television that
envoys from the two countries are trying to accommodate Syria's demands for the return of the Golan Heights and
Israel's security objectives.

Assad said that if the talks were to resume they would be initially indirect, similar to the last four rounds that were
mediated by Turkey and broke off in 2008 without a deal.
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