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1 am vritinq ia response to your letter of Ãapch 27. 1991.

0 vhich expresses the concerns of your constituent. i
about the shootdovn of a Uaited States Army Helicopter. respect
for human rights. and the fairness of the ltarch lo legislative and
municipal elections in Sl Salvador.

As mentioned in ouc previous response to Ks. Roberts. the
helicopter vas flyinq lov to avoid surface to air missiles and vas
subsequentiv hit by small arms fire. Althouqh the yNLÃ may not
have recognised the helicopter as a United States Army helicopter
in the aic. oace dova there vas no mistake that the crevmen and
the aircraft vere American The atrcraft vas marked and the
airs»n vere veering Salted States uniforms. One of tho crevmen
vas over six toor. tall vich blonde hair and the orhec ucevmember
vas Slack —there are als»st no Slacks ia Sl Salvador. Finally,
neither ccevmaa spoke much Spanish.

As vas also stated in our previous response. the helicopter
vas follovinq a coute coasidered most likely to avoid eaterinq
sones of major military conflict. United States military
helicopters serving in Kl Salvador have no role in combat aor any
role in supportlnq Salvadoran armed forces. Therefore. the
helicopter vould not have been engaqing in combat activity as rhe
ALS inirially stated and on January 3. the f9'( retracted its
claim that the helicopter had opened fice at people on the ground.

the Achainistratioa deplores equally the savage mucdec of
Jesuit priests aad of As»clean noncombataats and insists that
justice be done in both cases. 5flth regard to the esuit case.
the United States has repeatedly infocs»d the Salvadoran
Oovernment that w vill not be satisfied vith the outcome of this
case until all those responsible for this heinous crime ace
brought to justice. The Administration continues to follov
developments in this case very closely anti expects the Salvadocaa
Government to investiqate all relevant facts. .he United States
Government is doin ever thinq ssible zo ensure that :he murdersy
are professionally and thorouqhty tavest!qated and hat
pecpetcatoc ~ are coavtcted aad puntshed.
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The Administration insists on the same &ustice in the case of
the three U. S. servicemen whose helicopter was shot down by FNLB
querrillas in El Salvador on January 2. 1991. As far as rhe
United States is concerned. there are only two possible venues xn
which this case can be tried: either the Salvadoran or Unired
States constitutional legal system. The United States Government
will not accept judgement passed down by FNLH guerrillas on their
own members. In the Jesuit case. the FNLN and world public
opinion have insisted that the Salvadoran Armed Forces could not
investigate itself. The FNLN must be held to the same standard.

When the President determined on January 15 that the portion
of military assistance withheld from El Salvador should be
restored. he did so in response to FNLM actions. The President
determined that the FNLH had violated the conditionc set forth in
the legislation. in partxcular. attacks on cxvil an targets durinq
the November-December military offensive and the importation of
significant quantities of lethal mxlitary assistance. However, in
making this decision he ordered that obligation of the money to El
Salvador be delayed for sixty days. The Pxesident called for
intensive and accelerated negotiations to achieve a political
aqreement and a cease-fire by Narch 15. While the negotiations
narrowed the qap. the FNLM was not interested in intensxfying and
accelerating the process in order to reach a cease-fixe at the
earliest possible date.

Now that the sixty day C -dline has expired. the United States
Government may decide to release the portion of withheld military
assistance to rhe Government of El Salvador. In makinq a
decision. the United States Goverxuaent will take into account :he
security requirements .'or the defense of the democratxcally
elected Government of El Salvador. the proqress made toward a
thorough and professxonal .nvestigation and prosecution of the
JeSuit murderS, and the prcgreSS n negOtiatiOnS rOward a
political agreemenr. and a cease-fixe.

Human riqhts contxnue to be a ma;or concern to this
Administration. El Salvador has made proqress .'n :he respect of
human rights durinq =he x&80s. but we are also aware =hat more
needs to be done, and «e cont:nue ".= press :ze government =o that
effect. Human xights violat:ons oy members vx :he ox I tary are
now the exception rather =ban =he .u!e and represent -nauthor:zed
behavior rather than an .nstxtut. onalized activxty. .his :s a
result of an increased traininq emphasis on respect for human
rights. The process of chanqe in El Salvador remains incomnlete.
but progress has been made towards reduc ng human =ights
violations and achieving political matur. y «bi'e keepxng —.".e
extremes at bay.



With regard to your constituent's concerns abour. the Narch IO
elections. the Orqanisation of American States. Freedom House. the
southwest voter Research Institute, the center for Democracy, and
the National Republican Institute sent a total of 393 people ro
observe elections in 360 municipalities. The head of the
organisation of American States (OAS) observer mrssion issued a
statement which says that no "notorious" cases of intimidation or
coercion were reported and that reported irreqularities were
'insufficient to affect the voting. The most serious problem
occurred in Santa Tecla. a municipality south of San Salvador.
where the ballots for mayor were printed without the Democratic
Convergence party symbol. The Central Electrons council (ccE).
OAS observers. and others settled on rescheduling municipal
elect;ons ln Santa Tecla for Warch 17. allowing the CCE t.me to
print new ballots. votrng for assembly deputies, however. went
according to plan in this municipality. In essence. voting took
place in a tranquil climate.

The Administration firmly believes that the road to peace lies
throuqh negotiations. Therefore. the United States fully supports
the UN-mediated neqotiations between the Government of El Salvador
and the guerrilla forces of the FNLN. We provide military
assistance to the Government of El Salvador in the hope that the
FNLN will recognize the futility of continued aggression and
negotiate in earnest for an iassediate cease-fire and a peaceful
settlement to this decade-old war.

Voile Neme44CQ~f can be assured that the Administration wall
continue to do everythinq in its power to ensure justice rn the
Jesuit case andI to ensure the respect for human rights by both
sides n El Salvador. We will continue to press both srdes to
negotiate in earnest for an isssediate cease-fire and peace.
peaceful end to the conflict in El Salvador ss a qoal that we a!1
share and support.

Thank you for your interest in El Salvador and I hope :his
letter has been responsive to the concerns of your cons ;tuent.

Sincerely.

UP-
anet C, itull;ns

Assistant Secretary
egislative Affairs
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